






First Blood 

Regular Edition of 300 
Artist: Grzegorz Domaradzki 
(aka Gabz) 

Size: 24 k 36 
Cost: $50 each 
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Terminator 1 

Regtilar Edition of 32S 
Artist: Grzegorz Domaradzki 
^aka Gabz) 

Size: 24x36 
Cost: $50 each 
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Evil Dead 2 

Regular Edition of 150 
Artist: Gary PuUin 
Size: 24x36 
Cost: $50 each 
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Terminator 2 

Regular Edition of 325 
Artist: Grzegorz Domaradzki 
(aka Gabz) 

Size: 24x36 
Cost: $50 each 


Officially Licensed Limited Edition Film & Entertainment Posters 

www.greymatterart.com 
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Want to see your ad in the pages of Gore Noir Magazine? We have great deals on ad spots seen by all of our readers!! 

Email: info@gorenoir.com Your ads will be included in our print magazine, our digital issues, and our Facebook page! it's a steal!! 


FOREVER MIDNIGHT PODCAST 


A JOYFUL DISCUSSION OF HORROR IN CINEMA 
FOR ALL FANS, NOT JUST KNOW-FT-ALL NERDS 
(AND ALSO FOR KNOW-IT-ALL NERDS). 

\ St. 


Available for free on iTunes and Stitcher. 


forevermidnighLpodcast 


www.forevermidnight.net 
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Mitch Rafter: 

Editor, Writer, Designer, Co-creator, 
Owner, Loner, Rebel 

Taylor Haggard: 

Editor, Co-Owner, Writer, Accessories 
Guru, Make up. Styling 


(for now) to handle our own distribution to small independent 
shops and have a grass roots fan base first. We want to be a 
family of horror fans that love creating and bringing new ideas 
to the masses. We are all about innovation and giving other 
horror innovators the spotlight. 

Our goal is to not just be a spectator, but to also make 
a direct contribution to the culture. We like mixing alternative 
lifestyles with horror and showing you exactly what the cultures 
have to offer. We love covering all the people that are helping 
to make the horror culture more interesting and bloody. 

We are against anything that is stagnant and that isn’t 
producing anything new or exciting. I've had some people who 
were against our magazine's focus because of the fact that we 
aren't complete horror movie slaves and that we are offering 
something a bit out of the ordinary. I do realize that people 
think it's a bad idea to not directly cover movies, but I think the 
artists and actors deserve their time in the spotlight. 

You will see our email plastered all over this magazine 
and we encourage people to get involved in molding our 
magazine for the future. We'd like to stay fluid and change 
over time depending on what we like and don't like. We 
want everyone to be a part of what goes on here and that 
includes shaping what we become in the future. Unlike other 
magazines, we welcome change and we strive for it. There's 
nothing wrong with ruffling some feathers because when you 
think about it.. That's what the whole industry is based onl 

Well I hope you enjoy the magazine and if you don't 
feel free to contact us and let us know why you hate us. I really 
love hate mail, it’s exciting: 

Gore Noir Magazine 
5701 W Slaughter Ln A130-111 
Austin, TK 78749 


Ariel Galvarro: 

Writer, Music Guru 

Voodoo Rob: 
Writer, 
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Writer, 
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Casle Baun: 

Writer 

Derek Mick: 

Writer, Staff Photographer 


If you like what we are doing here at Gore Noir 
and would like to be a part of our staff feel 
free to write us an email: info@gorenoir.com 
You must have a talent that we can exploit 
in our attempt to take over the world. Nun 
chuck skills, bow staff skills, JedI mind tricks. 
Indesign skills, writing skills, some really cool 
friends in the industry that you don't have to 
pay to hang out with you. Something along 
those lines would work for us. If you are a 
celebrity and you'd like to get bloody for us 
feel free to drop us a line. If you are just some 
random fan that would like to get bloody for 
us... Well... There is a chance you could get in 
the magazine. Haha all Jokes aside we don't 
give preferential treatment to celebs unless 
they supply us with 5 lbs of all blue M&M's 
and the milk of a virgin Czechoslovakian 
woman. Got all that? We like hearing from 
you! (Unless you are a total asshole then we 
really like hearing from you and ridiculing 
your point of view for all of our fans to see.) 
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NEWS ^ EVENTS 


G ore Noir Magazine would like to welcome you to our 13th 
issue! By the time you are reading this we've probably 
already hit our 4th anniversary. Yup that's 4 years and 
runningl So what's changed? Not a whole lot other than our audience 
growing and being able to interview more of the people we admire. 

O ne of the things that we have in the works for our next issue 
is Return of the Living Dead goodness! We have an original 
ROTLD photoshoot planned and of course interviews with a 
bunch of the people that helped to bring the movie to life! This year is 
ROTLO's 30th anniversary after all.. 30 damn years!! That's crazy right? 
I feel really old.. Aithough honestly I was only 5 when the movie came 
out. Don't tell anyone.. 

R eturn of the Living Dead is definitely one of my favorite movies 
of all time. Up there with Critters, Nightmare on Elm Street, 
Ghoulies, The Gate.. I could go on.. But I won't because we 
only have a limited amount of space here. I would say that ROTLD is 
my ALL TIME favorite zombie film. With Tarman of course being the 
most iconic zombie of all time. Hands down.. We can debate that if 


you want. 




E verything is lining up for this year with some events still in the 
planning stages so make sure you keep up with us on ALL of 
the social media outlets, if you only add us on one of them 
make sure it's Instagram because Facebook doesn't let us reach all of 
our fans :( Silly Facebook.. 

www.gorenoir.com 
www.facebook.com/gorenoir 
www.twitter.com/gorenoirmag 
instagram: @>gorenoirmag 
www.modelmayhem.com/16477e9 
gorenoir.devlantart.com 

< They Live figure by 
Falcon Toys 
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PICKS 


Horror Product Picks by Taylor Haggard 


London 1888 - “Consume” Mesh Cap 


London 1888 introduces a product that helps represent your love for a 
certain John Carpenter classic, while also taking a jab at one of your least 
favorite evil coffee conglomerates. Well, okay.. .Okay.. .They DO a lot of cool 
things like pay forcollege for their employees and a lot of volunteer work. 
Maybe you should just drink the coffee. ..Yes. ..Drink. GET CAFFEINATED. 
CONSUME. OBEY.... What was I saying? Anyway, buythe hat! 

http://londonl888.bigcartel.com/product/consume-mesh-cap 




Rock Rebel - They Live Line 


Rock Rebel has been bringing high quality horror goods to the 
consumers of the world for many many years now. Last year they 
acquired some really exciting new licenses including.. .You guessed 
it.. .THEY LIVE! One thing I personally love is that they offer their 
t-shirts in "ladles" cuts as well as your standard "unisex" sizes. I 
happen to find the new shirts have a much more flattering cut than 
some of their older options. They run a tad longer, and fit just the 
tiniest bit tight. And those are two things I really like In a t-shirt. I 
heard at this underground meeting that they may be releasing some 
new items from this collection for the upcoming seasons, but I can't 
say for sure what I do and don't know.. .TRUST NO ONE. ..PUT ON 
YOUR GLASSES, and follow Rock Rebel on social media to make sure 
you don't miss any important bulletins. Decide for yourself what 
you see. 

http;//rockrebelshop.com 
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I 'm really glad that Austin has a place like Guzu Gallery that puts on shows like Icons 
of Horror. Gore Noir Magazine obviously believes that the horror artists out there 
are not given enough of the spotlight that they deserve. These are the people that 
draw us in and make us want to buy films. That's probably because they've made a 
bad ass piece of fan art or movie poster that catches your eye and makes you say, "What 
film is that from!?" Then the first thing you do when you get home is research and give 
that film a try. I know it was that way for Street Trash with me. I saw an amazing poster of 
the toilet scene and instantly thought "Damn that's right up my alley!" So whenever you 
have something like Icons of Horror happening in your neck of the woods you just have to 
grab your chainsaw and join In on the fun! That's what Gore Noir did. We hit up Vince and 
begged him to let us sponsor the show. We got to join the billing with Blood Over Texas as 
our co-sponsor. We love Lisa from 80T and all that she does for the Austin horror scene! 

It was a no-brainer when I was able to see all the artwork in the show that I would 
have to do a full fledged feature on it in our next issue. Take a look at some of the art you 
see here and also go to the Guzu Gallery page as they’ve still got a few of these rad pieces 
left over to sellll Several of the artists from the show even made it into this very Issue for 
full articles on them and many of the others you’ll be seeing in future issues of this very 
same magazine. Okay okay.. I'll stop gushing now read on as we interview Vince of Half- 
Human on the ins and outs of the show! 
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for allowing 


Vm-l' 


to help sponsor 
and attend this years Halloween show 
Guzu Gallery, Vince! How do you 
go about curating/putting together 
these shows? Are the artists hand selected by 
yourself or do a lot of them reach out to you for 
that chance? 


A: Thanks to Gore Noir for being a part of iti One 
of the things that sets your publlcab'on apart from 
the other horror culture magazines is how big 
a spotlight you give to the artists in the scene. 
Vi/orking with you guys and having your presence 
at our Halloween art show was a perfect fiti To 
answer your question, most of our group art 
shows start with an idea for a theme. I'll come up 
with some concepts, let them stew for a bit and 
if they still sound good days or weeks later then 
I will begin thinking about which artists Td like to 
see participate in each show. Throughout the past 
three years we've worked with an array of talented 
artists, so of course, I start with those who I already 
have a good working relationship with. There is 
also a good deal of time spent researching new or 
unfamiliar artists and reaching out to those whose 
work catches my eye. Finaliy, we do get plenty of 
submissions weekly, t look at every one and keep a 



record of the standouts and those who I feel could 
be a good fit for a future show. 

Q: How often do you guys do your shows? 

A: We try to have a new show every two to three 
months. While we are In between shows, we 
display an eclectic selection of prints we have 
aaumulated throughout the year. Guzu is open 
seven days a week, continuously.. .So we make it 
a point to always have artwork on the walls for 
visitors to view when they come by the gallery. 

Q: What are some of the themes you've done in 
the past? 

A: Back in 2013, I had the pleasure of curating 
our first horror-themed art show alongside Bernie 
Wrightson and Steve Niles. As you can Imagine, 
that was an unforgettable experience. We have 
also paid homage to 1980's toys & cartoons, music 
legends and kaiju! The kaiju show is a fan favorite. 
We call that one Strange Beasts, which is the literal 
translation of the Japanese word, kaiju. 2015 will 
see Strange Beasts in its third year... but this time 
there's an added twist. Stay tunedi 

Q: Are you always coming up with new themes 
for shows? 

A: Coming up with fresh art show Ideas Is a chorel 
Almost any idea you can come up with has been 
done somewhere, no matter how obscure you 
think it is. For instance, there's this annual Garamon 
tribute show at a gallery in Massachusetts. Unless 
you are big kaiju fan, you probably wouldn't even 
know who Garamon Is. Having said that, Garamon 
is pretty much the best kaiju ever.. .So I can't really 
blame them for giving him his own art show. But, 
yeah, I always have ideas for shows running around 
in my head. There's one really cool theme I would 
like to explore but I can't figure out how to do It 
in a family-friendly establishment like Guzu, haha. 



Opposite Topleft: Wide shot of show space 
Oppostle Bottom Right: Tessa Morrison (artist) 
Bottom Left: Creature wood sculpture by 
Bob "Daddy Otis" Wallace 
Top Right: Toxic Avenger/''Muppet Pastor" by 
Zachary Taylor 

Bottom Right: Pinhead by Tim Stephson 
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Q; We loved seeing the large crowd of people 
opening night on HalloweenI Is it always that 
successful? 


A; We've been pretty fortunate with the turn 
out at our events. Thankfully, we have the space 
to accommodate a large crowdi We go out of 
our way to make our shows fun and exciting... 
and inclusive to every one. Guzu Gallery is a low 
brow, pop culture art gallery. ..We have a pretty 
good idea who we are. The last thing we’d ever 
want to do Is come off as self-important, "too 
coot" or "too hipster". I think people appreciate 
that about us. Even your kids are welcome on 
opening night. Just remember to bring some ear 
[ muffs for the little ones; the live music can get 
Bw^retty loudi 

r- 


: We hate to put you on the spot but what 


were some of your favorite pieces in the show? 

A: If I had to choose one I'd say Nathan 
Chesshir's "Samhain Tradition", inspired by Trick 
'r Treat. Everything he does is fantastic. Have 
you seen Nathan's Zodiac print? Beautiful. I also 
really dig M. Fersner's screen print based on 
Black Sunday. Black ink on orange Dur-O-Tone... 
that one looks pretty sharp. 

Q: I definitely loved those! I picked up the 
Black Sunday print, Zach Taylor's Toxle print, 
some of Cody Schibi's prints, and the Vampira 
print. I was pretty broke by the end of the 
night. Are you a fan of Toxic Avenger and the 
Troma folks? 

A: 1 remember liking Combat Shock and Blood 
Sucking Freaks in my early twenties, but I think 


those were only distributed by Troma. I certainly 
enjoyed a lot of Troma films growing up, thanks 
to Gilbert Gottfried and Rhonda Shear, but I'd 
be lying If said I was a huge fan. My favorite 
horror movies were Hellraiser and Hellhound. 
Also, Poltergeist, Christine, Halloween 3, The 
Fly, Candyman...And of course. The Exorcist I 
guess I was a pretty serious kid I Of course, there 
were exceptions like Creepshow, Return of the 
Living Dead and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
Part 1 . 1 still love those! But without a doubt, as 
an adult, I can absolutely say I like my horror to 
be comedy-free... and usually European, haha. 

Q: How did you and your brother go 

about selecting the subject matter and 
unconventional (for horror) color pallet? 

A: Frankly, we were at a point where we wanted 
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to explore new color combinations. The soft 
palette we used for Norman and Samara was 
unfamiliar territory for us. All of our previous 
prints had these bold colors and we wanted to 
go a different route, expand our range a bit. 
Since these were portraits, we felt it might be 
a good time to pull back and go for subtlety... 
and also experiment a little. Of course, applying 
a pastel color palette to anything horror related 
can be a huge riskl As far as the subject matter, 
we knew we wanted one of the two portraits 
to be of a classic character and the other to be 
modern. Almost right away I knew I wanted 
to draw Norman Bates/Anthony Perkins... 
the awkward smile, that cavernous stare. Eric 
kept going back to Samara from The Ring. Not 
necessarily a movie either of us absolutely 
loves, but it was an Image that he really wanted 
to recreate as a portrait. Then we started 
thinking about what else we could put in there 
to distinguish them, but also have them share 
something in common with each other. Hence 
the "spirit animals" in each piece. 

Q: Have you watched any of the new Bates 
Motel that’s showing on A&E? What about 
the new Hannibal series? 

A: Man, I wish there were more hours In the 
day. I'd watch both of those. Actually, my mom 
and I were discussing Netflix the other day and 
she was telling me about Bates Motel. She's 
enjoying it, so maybe I should carve out some 
time to check it out. 

Q: Tell us a bit more about Guzu Gallery and 
how you became affiliated with the gallery? 

A: In addition to the prints and wall art In our 
gallery space, Guzu also showcases a vast array 
of vinyl figures and blind boxes — collectible 
artwork that makes up the designer toy genre. 
Like art prints, the majority of the pieces are 
produced In a limited edition. To round out 



the pop culture art experience, we also carry a 
number of books on the subject. 

My relabonship with Guzu Gallery 
starts back in early 2012. My brother was the 
one who first brought it to my attention that 
Austin Books & Comics was going to open a 
gallery next door to Its main store. For those 
who don’t know, Austin Books & Comics is 
the biggest, baddest comic shop in towni Eric 
already had a working relationship with them, 
so he had some insight on this secret project 
that was soon to be unveiled as Guzu Gallery, 
I had just wrapped up 8 years Art Directing 






Opposite Topleft: Icons of Horror poster 
Oppostie Middle: Jason cosplay; Brennan Cowan 
Oppostie Topright; Opening Night Icons of Horror 
Oppostie Bottomrightr Halloween III velvet paintings 
by Ezra Kaldet 

Top Left: "In the Name Of" by M. Fersner/Hagcuh 
Top Right; "SamhaInTradtflon" by Nathan Chesshir * 
Bottom; Left wall of Iconsof Horror show., ♦’ •- 
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for a publishing company in the area, so the 
timing was right for me to hop on board this 
new venture. I had spent 15 uninterrupted 
years working In advertising design, so it was 
Invigorab'ng to explore a new field of art and 
design. It’s an opportunity I’m happy to have 
come across! 

Q: That's awesome Vincel Give all the folks 
some links to the social media for Guzu 
Gallery, your brother and yourselfl Also 
can you spill the beans on any shows or art 
projects coming up? 

A: Our next group show opens on April 10 


and will be titled, "Untitled”. Clever name, 
isn't it? I thought we'd try something different 
this time and ask artists to create artwork that 
Isn't based on any established pop culture 
characters. So, rather, this will be more of a 
pop-surrealist art show. There will be a similar 
aesthetic to our previous shows, but hopefully 
the artwork will be more personal to each 
artist. I can tell you that the Half-Human piece 
presents some dark overtones... and a child 
with a pillow case over his head. That's all i 
will say for now. 

You can keep up with Guzu at 
our webpage, GuzuGallery.com. We can 
also be found on Facebook, Twitter and 


tnstagram — forward slash Guzu Gall^ at 
each of those. My brother and I are working 
on the Half-Human website, which will be 
HalfHumanHeart.com. For now, you can find 
us on Facebook and Instagram — forward 
slash HalfHumanHeart, and I’m on Twitter 
@HalfHuman 

Well thanks for everything Vincel Make sure 
you check out Guzu Gallery's page and grab 
some of the prints that they have for sale. 
There's still a couple of my favorites left but 
they will be gone very sooni These are super 
limited edition and awesomell Hit up the 
site; www.guzugallerv.com 
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W e're both horror fans right? 

So let's get down to brass 
tacks.. What do you LOVE 
about the genre and what 

do you HATE about It? 

A: I love horror because it's FUN...5lmple as that, 
It's entertaining In so many way^. Most horror films 
are comedIc to me and make me laugh more than 
most straight comedy movies. There's only a few 
horror movies that have generally scared me, but 
It's ALL these emotions that makes It so fun. I also 
love the camaraderie in the horror genre. Vou don't 
see Romanflc Comedy Conventions or AcUon Movie 
Conventions, but there are tons of great Horror 
Conventions out there. There’s this community 
where we all stick together and understand one 
another simply because we love a certain kind of 
movie. There's not a lot to hate about the horror 

Q: What sort of conventions do you go to? Have 


you noticed your following grow recently? 

A: I mostly do comic book conventions and 1 try to 
do at least three "bigger' cons a year. I've absolutely 
noticed my following grow and it's a large part do to 
those shows. It's a great way to meet people face to 
face and to see their reactions to what I'm creating. 
I even have 'regulars' at certain conventions that 
always get a commission from me every time and 
Interested in getting my newer prints and what 
not...lt's amazing. I've had a lotof opportunities and 
jobs open up by doing consas well and the personal 
friends I've made through those travels is priceless. 

Q: I read thatyou were encouraged to draw from a 
young age. When didyoufirstthink, 'Hey maybe I 
can make this my job'? 

A: I'm still In the process of thinking and believing 
that! I can tell you that I was pretty young when I 
first thought: 'Hey, I’d LOVE to do this when I grow 
up', but 1 honestly never thought I'd make a living 


as an artist. It just all fell into place primarily when I 
moved to Austin and started doing storyboards for 
commercials and Independent films. I met a lot of 
great, creative people and shook a lot of hands to 
get me, and Inspire me to get, to the place where 
I am now doing freelance stuff Ibr all kinds of 
people...it's wild. 

Q: How has Austin been for satisfying your horror 
side? Have you noticed much of a horror scene? 
We've been here for a couple years and we've 
noticed a small but strong scene, 

A: You can obviously be a horror fan anywhere, 
but It dehnitely is super satisfying In a place like 
Austin. Not only is It a creative city which allows 
one to create horror-inspired art and receives it 
with open arms, but there are different venues and 
groups around town that curate horror-themed 
events. Alamo Draflhouse hosts 'Terror Tuesdays' 
and 'Weird Wednesdays' every week and selects 
the BEST and often very obscure, horror films for 
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our viewing pleasure. They also have Fantastic 
Fest which has turned Into ore of the best (mainly 
horror) film festivals in the world which I will never 
miss. Mondo's art gallery is always showcasing 
movie art and having openings surrounding the 
horror genre as does Gutu Gallery. Phil Anselmo's 
annual Housecore Horror Fest is a music/film fest 
(with vendors as well) soaked in horror and Blood 
Over Texas has been kicking ass with their year- 
round events too. Ves, there is definitely a horror 
scene here In Austin and it is getting stronger. All 


these outletsfor usfans are proof of that and they'll 
keep creating more and more local fans.... 

Q: Speaking of art as a Job. How has it changed 
you: being able to make money from something 
you love? 

A: It's been a constant learning experience and it will 
always keep teaching and changing me. It's easily 
helped with my organization skills and patience, 
that's for sure. I've become much more assertive 


with my art and Jobs too. I use to just sit around 
and wait for things and opportunities to come to me 
and man, that was a huge waste of time. I'm also 
humbled and feel extremely lucky to be able to do 
art as my main source of income. Even though it Is 
still work and can be very, very stressful, I'm always 
aware that it's a "job" that I love doing and wouldn't 
want to be doing anything else. Again, I'm lucky. 

Q: While digging (some might call it stalking, while 
I call it informative Googling..) I found out that 
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you're into 80's horror, Which characters are your favorite 
from the 80's? 

A: That's definiteiv my bvorite era of horror... Nothing beats 
the practical effects and the endearing cheesiness of that 
time. Specific characters that stick out and that I constantly 
have to revisit are Dr. Herbert West from the 'fie-Animator' 
series. Ash from the ‘Evil Dead' series and of course all the 
classic characters like Freddy, Myers, the Cenobites and 
Jason. The Klowns from ‘Killer Klowns from Outer Space' 
rule too... Kell, everything the Chlodo Brothers touched was 
gold: 'Critters', Urge Marge in ‘Pee Wee' and even the troll 
In 'Ernest Scared Stupid’l That's a tough question since my 
answer can obviously be a ioooooong list... I can talk and talk 
about 80’s horror all night. 

Q: Are there any horror movies that you've wanted to 
create artwork of but haven't gotten the time? 

A: SO many. I‘m constantly inspired by the horror movies I 
watch. Lots of times I NEED to draw something after seeing 
a horror movie, but as you mentioned, there’s not enough 
time to draw things I WANT to. Late last year 1 did start a fun 
little series called "Pocket Monsters" which are quick, little, 
watercolor pieces of my favorite "Monsters". I throw them 
online for super cheap and people seem to enjoy them as 
they always sell out, but It gives me a much needed break 
from deadlines and projectstosimptycreatefun, HORROR art 
which is my favorite to do. I’ve done everything from Belial 
from ‘Basket Case’, xenomorphs. Gizmo, Pale Man, Killer 
Klowns, Stay Puft, Babadook, Jason, Chucky, Kuato, Sam, The 
Thing, Frankenstein, Creature from the Black Lagoon... The 
list goes on and on and on. There’s still SO MUCH that I want 
to create chough, like ANY character from ‘Skinned Deep’ 
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(if you haven't seen this ridiculous movie, SEEK iT 
OUT IMMEDiATElY-it's a compiete, horrific MESS 
and i mean that with love), Fright Might, Bubba Ho- 
tep. Lost Boys, Night of the Creeps, Biack Christmas 
[originai, of course), etc... ALL of my favorites. So to 
pretty much sum up your question, I want to create 
some kind of art for ALL horror movlesi 

Q: I'm a huge fan of practical effects and Just like 
you I'm also a huge fan of the 80's horror myself. 
There are some modern films that fit my love for 
blood and guts but not many. Which newer movies 
have you become fond of? 

A: I Just went to Fantastic Fest here in Austin a 
few months back and saw a lot of newer horror 
films which I thought were GREAT. 'The Babadook', 
'Cub' and ‘It Follows' were three that really stuck 
out...5imply amazing horror films. I thought the 
'insidious' movies were pretty cool too while 'Cabin 
In the Woods' was SUPER fun. 'Trick 'r Treat' has 
become one of my absolute favorites and has been 


a Halloween tradition since it came out (although I 
still watch it year round). Also, the first Hatchet film 
Is one I put on a lot.,. Modern, horror gore at it's 

Q: How often do you work in digital media instead 
of ink and would you ever consider abandoning ink 
forthe computer? 

A: I don't work digitally nearly as much as straight 
ink and paints on paper. I have friends that solely 
work digitally and others that have a happy mix of 
it, but I only rely on digital media for clean up and 
sometimes color. I do some quick sketching for ideas 
and roughs with the tablet sometimes, but I do most 
of that in my sketchbooks or on paper still. But yeah, 
everything I ink does get scanned and put into the 
computer, so I have a high res file of everything. 
Depending on the job, that's when I'll clean it up 
or color it in Photoshop. I don't think I'll ever stop 
doing It this way... It'S what I'm most comfortable 


Q: It's always good seeing someone preferring 
to work in straight ink on paper although I know 
a lot of artists have gone full digital and there's 
nothing wrong with that. Have you ever picked up 
or wanted to pick up other types of art like carving 
or sculpture? 

A: Absolutely. As I mentioned before, I started off 
doing storyboards and concept art for film and 
during those days I also built sets which was a blast. 
Carpentry is definitely an art (with little room for 
error) that I'm really drawn to. My dad is a wizard 
with woodwork and carpentry and stuff like that 
which inspires me, so I get excited whenever I have 
the opportunity to BUILD things, but it doesn't come 
as often as I'd like. I've also enjoyed painting on vinyl 
toys in the past, but again, I unfortunately don't 
find myself with the time to play with that medium, 
but will in the future, I've been doing a lot more 
murals which I've been wanting to get Into for a long 
time. Painting art on walls at such a grand scale Is 
exhilarating for me. I'm lucky to be part of a local art 
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collective made upmostly of "street artists", Spratx, 
which organizes gallery shows, live art events and 
they line up jobs for artists, which has been a great 
experience so far. I just completed some murals at 
Austin City Limits and Fun Fun Fun Fast through 
them and have a lot of other great things lined up.... 
Very exciting. 

Q: Tell us some interesting facts about you and 
your twin and your collaborative projects! 

A: Not sure about Interesting facts, but we've been 
a creative duo our whole lives. When we were really 
young, we use to put together these little "haunted 
houses" for our friends and try to scare them. 
My brother’s a big horror fan as well and we still 
try to hit up Terror Tuesdays at Alamo Drafthouse 
regularly. Lancejmy twin) and my oldest brother. 
Ryan, would also create these "Family Circus” type 
comics for my parents called "Our House" where 
we’d just make fun of them and draw out things 
and events that happened In our family that made 


us laugh... We’ve always been drawing and creating 
things since we were kids. We’ve also been In bands 
together since junior high and when we moved to 
Austin had a pretty good instrumental metal band 
that had a little success here for a few years. More 
recently though, we’re working on a comic called 
Bullmoose that Lance wrote. It's a GREAT alternate 
history story about Theodore Rooseveh with horror 
thrown in that I’m illustrating, but I’m constantly 
dragging ass on it and it keeps getting pushed back. 
I’m a few pages into it and it will get done sooner 
than later though. We still do most conventions 
together (Lance is a kick ass artist as well) and a 
tot of people have been requesting collaborative 
commissions from us at these shows which have 
been a blast to do. Looking ahead we’re doing a 
gallery art show together in October 201S which 
we’re already planning out... It's gonna rule. 

Q: Here's where we ask folks to talk about future 
projects and throw out some links for people to 
keep up with what you’ve got cookingl 


A: I post the most on Instagram since It’s a visual 
outlet, so to see my art and process shots, please 
follow me there: lnstagram.com/codyschlbi 
You can also find me actively on Twitter; 
twitter.com/codyschibi and 
Facebook: facebook.com/CodvSchibiArt 
and Tumbir; codyschlbl.tumblr.com 

Of course, there are links to all of these 
platforms at my website: www.codvschlbl.com 

My main focus this year is working on the 
art show with my brother, Lance, which will open in 
October 2015 in Harlingen, TX. It will have some fun 
horror In it since it'll run through Halloween. Also 
to work much harder on BULLMOOSE and getting 
that completed. Again, follow me at any of the 
above links with news and updates on everything 
I’m doing, yol 

CODY 

SCHIBI 


Gore Noir Magazine #13 | Artists 1 CodySchibi 


19 




T hey Live is one of those movies 
that has so many layers to it. You 
can watch it overand over without 
getting bored. On the surface it's 
a fun action/science fiction film, but when you 
dig in deeper you can start to see the social 
commentary. You can start to see the glaring 
message in all it’s anti-authoritarian glory. 
These aliens have infiltrated our society on 
every level all the way up to the top. They 
are using our beloved media and advertising 
as a means to control and subdue the masses. 
Many conspiracy theorists believe that the 
government is very much involved in similar 
tactics. While these factions might not think 
that the government is ran by aliens per se, 
they definitely believe that big brother indeed 
is watching and doing everything In it’s power 
to keep us^t, dumb, and sedated. 

It is definitely true that through 
our pursuit of freedom we have just become 


greedy consumers of the worst kind. Playing 
in perfectly into the hands of corporations that 
poison our bodies and our environment. I'd 
much rather believe that these corporations 
and politicians that allow them to pollute 
everything, are Just aliens from another 
planet. It’s much easier that way than to 
think that these people couldn’t give two shits 
about what they are doing to the human race. 
Now these aliens that we have in They Live, 
what are they doing on Earth? Their greed has 
spilled over onto our planet as they use it for 
it's resources with no care of it's repercussions. 
Sound familiar? Global Warming? Who cares 
right? They'll be through a portal long before 
that matters to them. 

All you have to do is substitute 
aliens for giant corporab'ons and we are back 
into reality. It's not fiction it’s very much the 
truth. Were the corporations dumb or naive 
in thinking their toxic emissions produced 


would Just disappear with no impact on the 
environment? I think that notion seems 
more far fetched than aliens running our 
government. Right now I'd rather believe 
aliens are among us instead of greedy fat 
corporate pigs marching us into desolation. At 
least with aliens there's usually a way to stop 
them. With the way things are set up these 
days there’s no way to stop the machine that's 
ruining us. 

We'tl get away from the underlying 
politics for a second and talk about our hero 
in They Live. Mr. Nada is played by Roddy 
Piper, who stumbles upon a box of sunglasses 
that help him to see through the aliens 
facade and see their true ugly selves. These 
creatures that John Carpenter give us are 
instantly iconic! I loved their bug eyes from 
the very first time I saw them.. Oh aliens.. 
You're so sexy.. Just imagine making out with 
some random person, you get in bed.. And 
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BOOM! Nada destroys that transmitter and 
now you're tongue deep In a toothy face. 
There's what looks like blue skin pulled across 
splotchy redness with nice sinewy breaks in 
it.. Yummy! Starring back at you are these 
two silver eyes with stars for irises.. Boner 
central right? Maybe I should write alien 
erotica.. Wow.. 

Well I really went off on a tangent 
there! Anyway.. Back to Nada.. 

He's got these cool sunglasses, 
right? Could easily make him blend 
in with NWA with these bad boys. 

So what does he do? Starts taking 
out ugly aliens one at a time.. 

He's all out of bubblegum.. What 
would you do right? He's trying to 
figure out where these aliens are 
based out of. So basicaliy Nada 
is the figurehead for the human 
populace. Unless we see the ruling 
authority for what they are.. Put 
on our NWA glasses if you will, and 
say "Fuck the Police", so to speak.. 

Then we are doomed to consume 
and follow until our planet is 
used like a dime store hooker and 
flushed like a condom the morning 
after. Nobody wants to take the 
walk of shame when it means the whole 
world is dead as we know it right? 

When Nada puts on the sunglasses, 
not only can he see through the alien’s guise, 
he can also see all of the subliminal messages 
hidden on our money, our magazines (hey not 
usi), our products, advertising, etc. While 
there hasbeen a lot about subliminal messages 
in the past, we haven't heard much about it 
lately.. Whyisthat? Has that whole thingjust 
stopped being used? Just discontinued? Is 
it all just now so blatant that it's not needed 
anymore? I mean there's a million ads on 
Facebook and every other social media outiet 


big screen, and in pop culture in general. 

How likely are all of the "alien 
invasion” scenarios really? What is the 
likelihood of inteliigent alien lifeforms coming 
to our planet and wanting to take It over or 
destroy civilization? Well in the case of They 
Live, these aiien entities are very humanoid, 
from head to toe very similar to us. That alone 
makes things a littie less likely. What are the 
chances that an alien race would evoive 
to almost the same form as us? Minus 
the chance of some interbreeding? 
Let's put all that aside.. Let's just say 
we wanted to hypothetically invade a 
planet. What would be the best route? 
Well I'd say camouflage and controlling 
the masses like the aliens in They Live 
do, would definitely be the best idea 
for a successful Invasion, Why waste 
energy and your people's lives on a 
military invasion, when you could also 
possibly ruin the world you're trying to 
take over? That would seem counter- 
intuitive. Aren't you trying to use 
the planet for it's resources? So you 
send in your people, disguise them as 
businessmen, politicians, and the media. 
Take a stranglehold of the people and 
they give in willingly without a fight. 
Maybe I should be a "consultant" for 
the next alien race that comes to take over our 
planet? You know where to find me aliens.. 
Honestly I think They Live will be one of the 
movies that just keeps growing as time goes 
on. I've definitely seen the fans of the movie 
growing recently and more artwork has been 
showing up every day. It's as a tribute that we 
put this issue together and as you browse the 
pages you'll see just about every last one of the 
artists we've featured has at least one piece 
of They Live artwork. Well I could ramble on 
about They Live for two issues but I’ll step aside 
and let the artists show you their stuff! 


or website. Shit.. We have advertising on our 
website and in this very magazine. I even like 
to hide subliminal messages in the magazine 
at all times) Fuck it right? Well Nada notices 
commands such as "Obey", "Consume", "No 
Independent Thought", and my favorite 
"Marry and Reproduce", hiding beneath 
almost everything he sees. These aliens are 
definitely doing everything in their power to 


breed complacency. 

They Live theatrically dropped Into 
our laps back in 1988. This was just at the 
end of the Reagan administration, which was 
definitely known for it's share of scandals. 
This was at a time when the public had lost 
felth in the government (what little they had) 
and starting to fear "Big Brother". Perfect 
timing for the social and political commentary 
being served up in They Live. Big Brother in 
this instance just so happens to be a bunch of 
ugly aliens.. But this whole aliens taking over 
the planet theme has played itself out many 
times in our literature, in video games, on the 
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HAL HEFNER 



CONSUME 


CONSUME 


T he whole CONSUME series is 
really awesome and brings 
the universe created by They 
Live and casts celebrities and 
politicians as aliens from the movie. What 
first gave you the idea to start this series? 

A: I loved that movie as a kid in the 80's, and It 
left a lasting Impression on me. I immediately 
Imagined Madonna and Ronald Reagan as 
these blue alien overlords and have looked 
at those types of people in that reprd ever 
since. I had the Idea come flying back to me 
when I saw this picture of Kim Kardashlan 


for Paper Magazine and her ass looked like 
a roasted ham. To me this was the epitome 
of what Carpenter was talking about in They 
Live. There it was, in the oiled, meaty flesh, 
CONSUME. So I went to work, dipped into 
the bag of color tricks and started drawing 
Kim's ass in a way the world had never seen it 
before. I wanted everyone to see what it was 
like to put the glasses on. 

Q: What does They Live mean to you and 
what about the imagery brings you back 
again and again? 


A: They Live is a very underrated 

movie for many reasons. One being the 
intelligent message Imbedded In the film 
about commercialism, consumerism and 
materialism as it reflects our society — even 
more now than it did then in the 80’s. In the 
age of the selfie, duck lips, and the narcissistic 
social media sharer, advertising bombards us 
to buy, consume, and love the brand or icon 
that we consume. It's a very important film. 
So important I've even let my 7 year old and 
8 year old daughters watch it. It's a great film 
that means a lot to me and I love it in alt its 
cheesy 80's action movie glory, It has Inspired 
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me in so many ways. I love John Carpenter 
and respect him so much as a director, film 
maker, musician, and all around artist. 

Q: What are your thoughts about a new 
movie, or other media such as a comic book, 
diving back into the world of They Live? 
Would you be for or against a prequel, a 
sequel, or a remake? 

A: ! would love to see something done with 
the property and I would love to be a part of 
whatever it is! I don't think Td want to see a 
remake of the film but instead something new 
inspired by it. I actually have a concept for a 
series that would be comprised of animation 
and comics. 

Q: Aliens in general are always a hot subject. 
I personally think that it's pretty much 
impossible for their to not be alien races on 
other planets. What are your thoughts on 
the subject? 

A: I'm a firm believer that the human race 
knows very little about the universe and the 
secrets it holds. Growing up in Central NY, 
I saw many things in the sky as a kid, that I 
could not explain. So I believe that, combined 
with how little we know, and the fact that 
some humans still deny that evolution exists, 
I'd say we are still pretty infantile in our 
understanding of what is truly around us. 
Whether that be space travel, the concept 
of time or the existence of other dimensions. 
The odds are pretty clear that there Is 
intelligent life beyond the Earth and beyond 
our understanding of our existence. 

Q: Scl-fl and horror have often gone hand in 
hand throughout time. Are you more of a 
Sci-fi fan or a horror fan? 


A; I like them both but my name is HAL. When 
I realized that my name was the same name 
as a murderous sentient computer aboard a 
spaceship from Stanley Kubrick's 2001, 1 guess 
I embraced my destiny. My first comic book 
I released with Heavy Metal magazine. Gates 
was a sci-fi comic so I do have an affinity for 
it. But to me sci-fi infused with horror is just 
as delicious as chocolate and peanut butter. 
I'm working on a new multimedia series that 
will be released in January of 2016, called the 
Serpent Seed, will be a nice mix of horror and 
sci-fi. Scary sci-fi that makes you think is what 
I love most and what I'm creating myself. 


Q: If you were stuck in the universe that 
They Live takes place in would you side with 
the aliens and all the perks that they bring or 
would you be on the side of Nada trying to 
take them down? 

A: I'd be all out of bubble gum, kicking some 
blue skinned alien ass. I'd destroy those 
bastards or die trying. What other choice is 
there? 

Q: Tell us a bit about your other projects 
you have going on. You’ve had your hands 
in everything from comic books to movies 
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right? Give us some info about those 
endeavors as well. 

A: Right now I am working on creating a 
bunch of fun content for Ridley Scott’s newest 
film, starring Matt Damon, the Martian as 
^^^well as Tim Burton’s newest film, based on 
Ransom Rigg’s book Miss Peregrine’s home for 
'^^I^Mtuliar children. My own personal projects 
^^H^e focusing on a transmedia series called 


the Serpent Seed that will span several digital 
experiences such as comics, animation, video 
and even including a reality blurring alternate 
reality game. I am keeping busy for sure. The 
Serpent Seed will launch in January of 2016. 

Q; Kow can we keep up with you on social 
media and the net? I'm sure we've just made 
you a few new stalkers.. I mean fans.. 


A: I have some fun on TWITTER @halhefner 

and on instagram: halhefner 

As well as Eacebook www.gatesthecomic 

To keep up with the CONSUME 
series, in which I release a piece every week 
and to see all of the art, please go to: 
www.consumepopculture.com 
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They Live issuell Tell us about 
yourself and ECP Art! 

ECP: Thanks for having mel 
I’m Just a regular horror and 
comic nut who, by day. Is a working stiff and by 
night I make off-the-wall art creations in my lab 
(basement,) I had quite a mass of stuff piling up, 
so I thought I would fire up a website to get It out 
there for people to see and maybe place an order 
so the art Isn't so off the wall anymore (sorry about 
the bad pun.) The ECP Is Just my initials, add the 
hyphen, and art. It's easy to remember. I've had 
a few art shows and hope to be hitting up the 
convention circuit in the near future, 


GN: Tell us a little about your experience with They 
Live and your inspiration behind creating your They 


f 


ECP: Well, I would be a liar if I didn’t say that it's my 
favorite Carpenter flick. I know I might be chastised 
for saying that, but this one hits so many notes. So 
elaborate, so simple, it’s on a grand scale, but a lot 
of fun. The one liners, the music, the message. It 
really is a film that is a sum of all of its parts. Hell, 
^ even got the Rowdy One to assist me In popping 
the question to my girl back in '06 when "They 
Live" was showing at a Drive Ini So, I’ve had a few 
experiences with the 61m. As far as the art, I was 
a bit Inspired to do a subway style poster as if you 
were to look at the Shepard Fairey "Obey" while 
wearing Hoffman lenses, but each with a different 
saying from the film. I zoomed in on pause during 
the news stand scene so I could capture as many 
phrases as possible. My first run of posters had 10 
phrases and the next will have 10 more. They look 
really great all grouped together plastering up a 


6N: Your creative outlets range from writing, t 
sculpting, to art. Is there one outlet that's mor 
^fulfilling for you? Or that you enjoy more? 



ECP: Actually, I think having a wider range is what 
keeps it fresh and exciting. If Tm bored with one 
medium I can switch to something else to stay 
interested In doing stuff, trying new techniques, 
or even cross applications where what I've learned 
from one type can, now, be applied to the other. As 
soon as it feels like work, it's not fun. So it’s good 
to be able to change it up. As far as writing versus 
drawing? A picture is worth a thousand words but 
a thousand words can paint more than one picture, 
so it's more of a matter of what's In my head at this 



moment that needs to get out and into the world 
quicker. 


GN: Your horror Pez dispensers are awesomel Any 
characters you’re working on or want to give the Pez 



ECP: Thank youl They started off 
only sculpt headsi Then, as they viift 
pieces, I Just kind of ran with it. 
detail Into such a small sculpt kind of pushe 
keep making them. At the moment. I'm actual 
the middle of Eddie from Iron Maiden. It's from the 
"Piece of Mind" cover. But, I haven't really sculpted 
a whole lot in the past year. The Toxic Avenger is 
another one that. If I can get around to getting the 
tools out, I would definitely like to add to the roster. 


GN: When it comes to horror what subgenre's are 
your favorite? IE: Slasher, splatter, etc. 


ECP: I'm not sure if this even counts, but lately I've 
really been into the more Independent, OIY stuff 
that spans a lot of sub-genres with more heart 
than financing. "Behind the Mask” actually got me 
to go back and appreciate slashers a lot more than 
previously, "Dead Weight” took a viral outbreak^ 
and did something completely different with the^ 
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coitoept. "I Didn t Come Here To Die" had so many 
sub-^nre^ subtlety boiled down to a reduction of 
altol'^m that it was still new and original, without 
seeming like a knock off of something else, I mean, 
you really have to sift through a lot of stuff because 
there really is so much out there, but those gems, 
few and far between as they may be, are really 
worth the effort, And a lot more fun than coughing 
up 8 bucks for the newest, disappointing remake. 

GN: Give us some info on what you have coming up 
and where people can go to find you onllnell 

ECP; I'm glad you askedi For the past nine years 
I've been working on writing and illustrating a novel 
that should be coming out later this year, A post 
zombie-apocalyptic noire that's pieced together to 
be a throwback to eighties fiction crossed with pulp 
novels from even further back In the day. That's why 
my other stuff has been going by the wayside as of 
recently. I've been focusing so much time and effort 
on getting this outi Checkout my website www.ecp- 
artcom (don't forget the hyphen) where I'm adding 
piles of new work every month and for a chance to 
preorder a copy of a book that's just plain fun to 
read. Also, you can find me on facebook where new 
stuff is added as it's completed kind of like a sneak 
peek as to what will be hitting the website. Just type 
in Erich Polnow, I think I'm the only one so far. 
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Interview by Taylor Haggard 
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I hank you for letting me pick your 
brain, Aaron) first I have to say...i'm 
obsessed with your work! Your 
paintings and drawings are iike these 
gioriousiy vivid explosions of ooze and sinew. 
Considering that a majority of them are film 
inspired, I think it’s safe to say that you and I may 
have simiiar taste In movies! Particularly the 80's 
melt movies, and the over the top splatter films... 
What are some of your favorite and most Influential 


Chainsaw, Friday the 13th) I would say some of 
my favorite movies are MADMAN, PIECES, STREET 
TRASH, SLUMBER PARTY MASSACRE, MANIAC, 
GKOULIES, GREMLINS, HALLOWEEN 3, NIGHT OF 
THE CREEPS, and some modern choices would be 
TRICK R TREAT, STARRY EYES, THE BABADOOK, IT 
FOLLOWS, WE ARE STILL HERE, and the list goes on, I 
could fill this entire page with my favorltesi I'll watch 


it In a brand new way that maybe hasn't been done 
before. From creating faux promo posters, T-shirt 
designs, or even Inventing sequels to movies just for 
the hell of it, then you can create the art and a whole 
new universe that those pieces might actually exist 
ini There's so much to explore. 

Q: I read that you got started out doing artwork for 
bands, what bands have you worked with and what 
is your favorite piece you created for a band? 


Q: What film would you lo 
you haven't yet? 


to do artwork for th 


A; Thanks so much for the kind wordsi That's a super 
hard question to answer, because there's so many 
seriously adore. Without sounding redundant 
naming the obvious choices {Halloween, Texas 




A: That’s another hard question because there's so 
manyl It’s so fun to explore ideas and concepts of 
movies you love, because you end up sort of putting 
yourself into that world, and warping it and altering 


A: Yea I actually started designing T-shirts for a lot 
of heavy metal bands back in 2001, which actuaily 
turned Into my full-time Job for years and years 
before I decided to walk away from It, and start 
Cavltycolors. I wanted to have full creative controls 
of my own company, and release a lot of nV . 
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paintings as prints, and design T-shirts without 
anv art direction from weirdo record iabeis and 
managers. Best career move ever! Now i get to run 
this company with my girlfriend and It's a blasti 
Some of the bands I worked with are Into Eternity, 
Attila, Thy Art Is Murder, and the list goes on. One 
of my favorite designs was the album packaging for 
ATTILA's "RAGE" album. Super fun to work on, and 
a lot of color. 


Q: When you're working I know you normally 



cogs turn? 

A: I’ve been listening to a lot of horror soundtracks. 
The IT FOLLOWS OST by DISASTERPEACE is 
phenomenal. Besides movie stuff, I listen to a lot 
of thrash metal, grind, hip-hop, experimental, and 
quite a bit of Jazz when working. Just whatever fits 
my mood for the day. 

sketches at MondoCon... Now a prized piece of 
our collection! Is this something you normally do 



A; ThanksI Yea sometime’s it’s fun to sit down 
and doodle when there's a free moment, but 
with Mondo-Con, l basically went down there for 
fun and to hangout with my friends at Waxwork 
Records, and actually get to meet a lot of the artists 
I've respected for a long time. PLUS fans of the 
CAVrTYCOLORS brand came out to meet me, which 
was amazing. So 1 wanted them to walk away with 
something cool for their eyeballsl 

As far as Conventions we have coming 
up, we are always at DAYS OF THE DEAD ATLANTA, 
and coming up in October, Is WALKER STALKER CON 
Atlanta, which is shaping up to be HUGE again this 
year. For 2016, we plan on doing a few more, such 
as Texas Frightmare, Horrorhound, and hopefully 
Monster Mania. We shall seel 

Q; You have a unique style, Is there any particular 
method to the madness? Techniques, Process, Etc. 

A: A lot of it is brush and ink on paper, and with 
my paintings, I primarily use high pigmented acrylic 
nova color paints or cartoon color cel-vinyl on wood 
panels or claybord. Pigment is importanti And 
obviously Photoshop comes Into play whenever 
you are desIgningT-shirts. A lot of those begin with 
sketches, then l will ink the piece with a sable hair 
brush, scan it, and then format it for screenprint, 
then send it off to our shop where they handle 
the separations. I also like to experiment with 
other mediums such as gouache, spray paint, and 
watercolorl 

Q: A lot of your work looks like it was the product 
of some sort of nightmarish fever dream (I mean 
that in the BEST way possible, of course). Do your 
monsters ever come to you in your sleep? 
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say that when I was a kid, I 
had^^^jl nightmare where I was gliding 
fog filled city, and when I got to 
qpd alley, there was a giant MAN IN 
THE MOON face floating there, and It looked 
hideous and had sharp teeth, and it growled 
at me. For some reason, it terrified me and 
the image sP’ll sticks In my head. Maybe I 
should paint it. 

Q: Speaking of monsters, who/what is your 
favorite movie monster? 

A: Impossible to answerl So manyl You have 
your obvious Universal Monsters, but there's also 
the ALIEN xenomorphs, Pumpkinhead, The alien 
in Xtro, Belial in Basketcase, John Carpenter’s THE 
THING, Sam In Trick R Treat, ugh there’s so manyl 
ALSO, one important thing is: I grew up watching a 
lot of horror stuff, but the one movie that seriously 
inspired me to wanna doodle weird monsters, was 
NIGHTMARE BEFORE XMAS. Tim Burton's work 
really opened up my Imagination and helped me 
realize It was OK to draw things that were oddly 
shaped with weird noses, or gigantic bulging eyes. 
So it was sort of a mix of that, plus all the horror I 
was watching, which really sent me on the path I 
am still on today ;) 

Q: Since this is a They Live issue lets get a little 
creativel If you discovered a hidden alien race 
taking over the planet, and you just happened to 
be out of bubblegum, how would you then kick 
ass? 

' A: What if I already discovered this? And me 

writing this In your Issue is Just my cry for help. help. 



They are here. THEY ARE HUNGRY. Quick, someone 


Q: How did Cavltycolors begin, and where would 
you like to see it go in the future? 

A: it began back in early 2012, when I was 
basically frustrated with designing band merch, 
and dealing with everything that goes along with 
that. I started getting my own designs printed and 
selling them to friends. I made a webstore to sell 
my shirts and prints, but I didn't want to just call 
it "AARON CRAWFORD SHIRTS" or something like 
that, because that's boring! I wanted to create an 
idenh'ty, a brand. Something I could build a universe 
with, and have logos and icons, and a place to make 
your eyeball happy. The name came from someone 
at an art show who said my paintings looked like 
candy and it almost gave them a cavity. So I ran with 


Q; While you are the lead artist for Cavltycolors, 
you also have guest artists working with you. Who 
are some of these artists, and what artists would 


/e to work with? 

A: Since the beginning. I’ve always had the 
thought In my head of how I would love to 
see some of my favorite artists create some 
special things for Cavltycolors, but I wasn't 
at 3 point yet of being able to pay a designer 
for their work, or even ask them. But now 
we are, and It's so fun to collaborate with 
other people, and bring a larger variety and 
flavor to Cavltycolors. I have a hand in almost 
everything we release, whether It's a concept, 
or some coloring details, or type treatment. I 
also think it makes us more versatile as well. 

It allows me to work on one or 2 designs or 
paintings, while another artist Is working on 
other designs and logo type stuff, so 4 or 5 things 
are happening at once, which is great. At this point. 

It would be virtually impossible for me to handle 
every aspect of our company. It's mainly myself, my 
girlfriend Ricki who handles customer service and 
shipping, and my buddy Robby who also handles 
shipping when needed. It's an organic growth that 
wouldn't be possible without all of the amazing 
people who buy anything on our site. It's mind 
blowing to see people so passionate about this 
stuff. 

As far as designers, we have a lot of 
crazy cool collaboration stuff coming up from a few 
people such as Travis Falligant, Hillary White Rabbit, 
and Nathan Thomas Milliner. I'm also painting 
more DEADLY DESSERTS and fnalizing some other 
shirt designs we will be releasing this year too. So 
much going on, and I can't wait to share it with 
you. My dream collaborations would be: BERNIE 
WRIGHTSON, FRAZETTA, JACK DAVIS, BILL STOUT, 
RALPH STEADMAN, JASON EDMISTON, ADULT 
SWIM, GHOULISH GARY PUUIN. So many, the list . 
goes on. 
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T hanks for sitting down with 
us Gary! You seem to be 
a busy man, we are seeing 
your amazing artwork 
everywhere! How's the art iife treating 
you? How's things? 

A: Things have been going weii, thanks! 
i'm keeping busy. It's a real treat to be 
doing what I do. I've been traveling to 
more conventions and festivals than 
ever before, so it's always great running 
into you guys and meeting like-minded 
horror fans. I have a lot of cooi things on 
the way that I can't wart to share. 

Q; Your work seems to retain a sense of 
your style no matter how super simple/ 
bold or how complex it gets. Is this a 
conscious effort or it is just Mr. Pullin 
living through the art? 

A: I never looked at it that way but that’s 
a good question. Every artist has their 
own style and art is very organic so it will 
seep into whatever it is they're creating, 
with whatever medium they're using. I'm 
always trying to push my style, try new 
ways of doing things, though I'm never 
sure what it is that defines my style. 

Q; Yea I think it's good to test the 
boundaries and see how far you can go. 
Do you speak with many other artists? 
Trade Ideas and tricks of the trade? Or 
is it more just experimentation? 

A: I would say a little from all the above. 
I do talk to the other artists quite a bit. 
It's cool to know I can reach out to my 
buddies In the field and share the tricks 
of the trade or get their feedback. While 
I do work in solitude most of the time. 
I'll listen to design podcasts and email 


my illustrator buddies when I'm really 
stuck on something. Brian Ewing, Jason 
Edmiston and Phantom City Creative 
have been a huge help at times and we 
all really support each other. There's a 
real communal vibe in the illustration 
world, it's really great. 

Q: Do you work in any other mediums 
like sculpting, etc.. Or are there any that 
you've wanted to experiment in? 

A: I write an art column for Rue Morgue 
and it's great to put the pencils down 
once a month and I couldn't ask for 
better teachers, the editors at the mag 
are some of the best in the business. It's 
a creative challenge that isn't drawing 
or painting and It doesn't come as 
easily as making a poster at times, but 
the challenge Is a nice change of pace, 
i would like to try filmmaking one day 
or collaborate on writing a film project 
with perhaps someone who's made a 
film. I'm in no rush, it's just something I 
think about at times. I'd be just as happy 
working on horror movie posters and 
vinyl records for the rest of my days. 

Q: Ah yes.. I know what you mean as 
far as movie making goes. I'd love to 
turn some of my writing into films but 
I just don't want to half-ass it. Also you 
really don't want to go up to someone 
that makes movies for a living and say.. 
Hey.. I have this movie idea.. There's 
no money in it.. I've also got a million 
other ideas that I want to work on so 
it's a balancing act.. Like comic books.. 
I've always wanted to make one since I 
was a kid. Might get to it someday. Did 
you read many comics as a kid? Any 
favorites? 
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A: I actually like comics more now then I did when I was a kid. I really dig 
Nat Jones stuff, Niles' 30 Days of Night, The Walking Dead, Goon, Hellboy 
and JunjI Ito books but growing up I didn't read many superhero comics 
and I didn’t really get into the big comic companies until someone said 
"Dude. You gotta read Arkham Asylum, Spawn and Kingdom Come!" And I 
did and they were all great. But I didn't discover comics until much later. 1 
grew up on Mad Magazine, EC Comics/Tales from the Crypt, Gore Shriek, 
DeadWorld and what ever Jack Davis, Bernie Wrightson, Chas. Baiun, 
Vincent Locke and Steve Bissette was putting out. Those guys were my 
heroes. 

Q: As far as inspiration goes, were there any artists that you can pinpoint, 
or maybe some Inspiration that nudged you into horror art? 

A: I'll never forget finding an issue of Famous Monsters while digging 
though bins looking for Mad Magazines, my first love of mags. Out jumped 
this painting of Karloff as Frankenstein's monster in glorious colour. I was 
stunned by how incredibly rich and realistic It looked, yet It was a painting. 
Until then, I had only experienced the Universal monster movies in black 
and white • I bet I hadn’t even seen them all as of yet. Then I found another 
issue of FM with an equally beautifully painted cover. The ghoulish parlor 
was just my thing and the signature said "Basil Gogos" It was like a seal of 
authenticity. I was hooked on FM and Basil’s work and monster art ever 

Q: Oh man Basil Gogos's art Is amazing! I consider myself blessed to 
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be able to talk with him and his wife at MondoCon 
this iast veari I loved that show there were so many 
amazing artists under one roof and it was cool meeting 
everyone! When it comes to older horror films which 
are your favorite? Primarily 1980’s and older.. 

A: The Universal horror films and creature features wiil 
always be my true love. They are etched in my brain and 
on my skin • I have an entire monster sleeve by tattoo 
artist Bob Tyrrell. I also grew up in the 1980's during 
the Freddy, Myers and Jason craze, so I love the horror- 
centric, practical effect driven films and the glorious VMS 
covers from that era. I really miss those days. I think a 
lot of horror fans are always trying to re-capture that 
time and why not if it makes you happy. It's hard to 
pick favourites but to name a few - the original Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre, A Nightmare On Elm Street, Night 
of the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead, Day of the Dead, 
The Thing, Halloween, Zombi, The Changeling, The Fly 
(both), An American Werewolf of London, My Bloody 
Valentine, Black Christmas - 1 think it's best I stop there! 

Q; Very good picks!! When it comes to making art 
for companies like Mondo and the like are you able to 
select your own subjects or are they usually selected 
for the artists? I notice you've done a lot of Creepshow 
and we love all the stuff you’ve done for that movie.. 
Pretty sure it’s all hanging up in the office hahai 

A: Thanks, I'm glad you dig the Creepshow stuff. I was 
stoked to do the WaxWork Original soundtrack record 
and when Mondo asked if I could do a poster for the 
film, how could I say no? I'll usually get a phone call 
from Mondo with a title they've had me in mind for, or 
sometimes i'll pitch an idea. Sometimes they'll send me 
a list and I get to pick. They’re really great at pairing the 
right artists up with the films. 

Q: Are there any subjects in the horror genre that you 
like illustrating more than others? Anything you HATE 
illustrating? Like hair etc? 

A: There are certain films or sub-genres that I don’t 
really care for yes, and I've turned down poster offers 
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because I don't have the passion or interest that I require for it before 
diving Into a week long commitment. I think it's best I don't mention 
anything because what may not interest me, may be someone eise's 
favourite thing. Drawing hair can be a bitch, that’s very true and it can 
take forever but I actually love doing it 

Q: I know you did artwork and are still doing artwork for Rue Morgue 
and we love those guys and the magazine. What is It like working with 
them? 

A: They're great to work with! There were some amazing milestones 
over the years and It's been a great collaboration ever since I met 
them In, which Is going on 15 years now. I enjoy writing the art column 
and I recently did a cover Illustration for The Babadook. While It was 
necessary for me to leave to grow as an artist and focus on my own 
projects. I'm happy that we can still work together and help each other 
out. I wouldn't have it any other way. 

Q: I've yetto see Babadook! I really wanted to see that in the theatre 
at Alamo Drafthouse but it just didn't happen. Pretty sad about that. 
How is the movie? I've heard lot’s of good things about it. 

A: I'mtryingnottobetoohiasedbecausel worked with IFC and Jennifer 
Kent on their U.S. key art but I really liked the movie quite a lot. I thought 
it was something totally original and extremely well crafted. It's going to 
be hard to live up to the hyperbole by now but I thought It was a chilling, 
original horror story with an emotional punch and introduces a solid 
new boogeyman. 

Q: Throw out some links for the folks so they can keep up with your 
artwork and what you have coming out I Also if you have any parting 
words for the folks out there now's the timel 

A: I can't thankthefolks at Gore Noir Magazine and every horror fan I've 
met enough for all the support! If you see me at a con, make sure you 
say hi. Here's where to find me online. 

Visit my website at: www.ghoullshgary.com 

or follow me on Twitter; twitter.com/ghoulishgary 

Instagram: instagram.com/ghoulishgary 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/GhoulishGaryPullln 
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W elcome to Gore Noir Magazine 
sirl Tell us about yourself and 
the meaning behind Epyon 5. 

A: Thank you very much, glad to be here! I'm 
a stencil artist who resides in the Midwest, 
just outside Chicago. I've been drawing and 
painting all my life but when I really started 
to take art seriously, my main focus was as 
an oil painter. I absolutely love and still look 
to the old renaissance works for Inspiration, 
Caravaggio being my favorite artist of all time. 
He pioneered a technique in painting called 
"Chiascuro”, a depiction of extreme light and 
dark. For a few years I created works of oil 
on canvas with the intention of imitating the 
techniques of the old masters, albeit with 
contemporary subject matter. But oil painting 
can take its toll. You can work for months on 
one piece and in the end just hate what you've 


created. A few years back I was hanging out 
with a street artist by the name of "bearhead" 
who did stencil work and I really liked what he 
was doing. I had the urge one day to make a 
stenciled piece of one of my oil paintings and I 
Instantly fell in love with the medium. I found 
that the creation of a stenciled piece can still 
retain the elements of "Chiascuro", but the 
time devoted to the process is dramatically 
less then classical oil painting. So at that point 
I set out to create stenciled works of art that 
combined classic elements while depicb'ng 
characters that I loved and grew up with. As 
I started making more and more stenciled 
works I found that I really wanted to create a 
divide between my personal life and my public 
life. So I devised an alias name "epyonS", 
based off a Japanese mech from an anime 
that I liked. It was a name that really fit and it 
reflected my love for sci-fi as well. 


Q: How many stencils do you create for most 
pieces? I read that they are hand cut? 

A; On average the amount of stencils ranges 
from about 5 to 7. Although it really depends 
on the design and how many colors each piece 
has. Ideally there is one stencil per color. They 
are hand cut with a good oT xacto blade. I find 
it very therapeutic to sit In the studio for hours 
on end cutting various pieces of paper. 

Q: How long does it take to create your 
average piece? 

A: Long before I ever cut a stencil or use 
any amount of spray paint I have to create a 
design. That particular aspect of the process 
can be a quick as a day, or it can take weeks to 
finalize an image. There really Is no rhyme or 
reason to it. Sometimes a fully formed image 
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will Just come to me and sometimes I really have to plug away at 
it, drawing and editing until it looks Just right. A lot of folks assume 
that I use some form of computer program or a Photoshop filter to 
generate the image but that's not the case. I hand draw each layer 
of the subject matter using a pressure sensitive tablet and an old 
version of Macromedia Flash. The Flash program is simply a means to 
draw within the computer. After an image If finalized. It takes about 
a week and a half to cut the stencils for one of the larger pieces, the 
ones that measure around 24x36 Inches. After that I have to prepare 
the canvas, which involves ripping up various pages from Chinese 
newspapers and then adhering those pieces to the carrvas Itself. That 
process takes about a day and Involves the preparation of multiple 
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canvases as once. 1 find It best to glue some newsprint to one canvas, 
set it aside to dry while I then glue some paper to another canvas. 
That way t can alternate between a few pieces and then at the end of 
the day I've got up to 4 finished pieces of canvas prepped and ready 
to work with, Once a canvas is ready. I then spray paint one color 
at a time using the appropriate cut stencil for the Image and layer. 
Because most of my designs are fairly ornate, the stencils are pretty 
fragile so I have to be quite careful and take my time with each layer 
of color. Having said that, it takes about one day to paint a piece with 
all the different layers and colors. I guess that's the long answer. 
Short answer, about two weeks. Recently, I started spray painting 
on cut wood. I love the ornate works on canvas, but the amount of 
time that goes Into them can take a toll as well, especially when I 
have deadlines that are looming. The pieces on wood use a smaller 
amount of stencils and In doing so the time is cut in half. I can finish 
a stenciled piece on wood in less than a week sometimes even in a 
couple of days. 

Q: Do you havea large back log of subjectsyou wanttocover? Any 
horror icons coming up? 
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EPYON 5 

A: I do actually. I have a bit of a problem in that I get way ahead of 
myself in the design portion of the process. And then I fall behind 
in the execution of creating the physical pieces. There are about 20 
designs that are waiting to be made but I have to pick and choose 
which ones will make the cut for upcoming gallery shows and 
convention appearances. Being that I've recently started to exhibit 
at some of Horror conventions, some classic icons are on the 
way. Namely a new piece featuring Boris Karloff as Frankenstein’s 
monster and Lon Chaney as the Wolf man. And because I think he 
was an amazing actor, a piece featuring Peter Cushing as Baron Von 
Frankenstein. 

Q: Doyou listen to any musicwhile you create? Anything newer? 
What kind of music do you listen to? 

A: Just about always. Music was a huge part of my youth and was 
always playing in the home, and thankfully I had a mother who 
loved good music (Joplin, Stones, Beatles, Queen) so my tastes and 
playlists are pretty eclectic. I don't really listen to any new stuff. I 
mean there are a few exceptions here and there. But for the most 
part, the newer state of music just doesn't do It for me. When I 
paint, I play a good range of bands like the Beatles, the Rolling 
Stones, Metallica, Slayer, David Bowie, Queen, Public Enemy, 
Ghost, Satyricon, Dimmu Borgir, Immortal. I've recently come to 
love Black metal, so that's about as new as music gets for me. The 
funny thing Is, Til often sing aloud to music as I paint. So if you're 
anywhere near my studio, that could be quite an audio disaster 
for you. 

Q; What are your thoughts on SciFI and Horror, as well as some of 
the movies that blend the two genres? 

A: I love Scl Fi and Horror so blending the two isn't an Issue for me 
so long as it's a good story with great character development. But 
part of the problem with the current state of movies produced by 
Hollywood today isthe lackthereof. I read recentlythat Universal is 
planning on rebooting the classic monsters which I think is a great 
idea, but then I read that they want to shy away from the horror 
elements and create action adventure films utilizing these classic 
characters. That in my opinion is an absolute travesty. I really don't 
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want to see an updated version of Tango and 
Cash featuring Dracula and Frankenstein. These 
are classic characters of horror with a rich history 
and for some reason studio bigwigs can't seem to 
figure out what It is that makes a great horror film. 
But then again, the general population Is more 
than willing to shell out hard earned cash to see 
some mediocre CGI laden piece of crap. I always 
have to remind myself that for the big studios, 
profit is the name of the game, not story. 

Q: Give us some links to your social media outlets 
so we can find out what's coming up. Also let us 
know what to look out fori 

A: I’m doing my best to get the work out there, 
most likely you can see me and the work at 
upcoming conventions throughout the year, both 
comic and horror. Namely, Days of the Dead in 
Indianapolis in June, Wizard World Chicago in 
August, New York Comic Con in October. I really 
enjoy the conventions as it's a place I can relax 
and hang out with the fans. Lately I've been 
doing convention specials, making small pieces of 
art that can be bought for around $40 to $50 at 
the cons. I have this crazy notion that everyone 
should own original art. it's stimulating for the 
mind and appreciates in value! I do various gallery 
exhibitions throughout the country as well. I 
have a lot of pieces on display and for sale at 
places such as Galerie F In Chicago, Spoke Art and 
Gauntlet Gallery In San Francisco, Gallery 1988 
and Hero Complex In Los Angeles. As for social 
media, the great thing about the name epyonS 
is that if you Google It, everything comes upl 
Instagram, twitter, Facebook, Etsy. But for the sake 
of the article, I can be found at... 

www.facebook.com/epyon5 

www.etsy.com/shop/epyon5 

lnstagram.com/epyon5 

www.galerief.com/portfolio-type/artist/epyon5/ 
store. spoke-art. com/search?q=epyon58i5earch- 
submit 


EPYON 5 
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T hanks for being a part of our 
They Live issue sirl What 
draws you to the They Live 
subject matter again and 
again? This is the 2nd toy 
you've done based on the movie right? 




A: i ioved the movie. The imagery and story 
reaily stuck with me and i see things in sociai 
media and on T.V. constantiy that remind me of 
it. it is the 2nd toy i have done. 


i 


Q: What inspired you to mash up They Live 
and Mars Attacksi? 

A: Uitimateiy both aiien races ^lied to take 
over Earth. We are taiking about two different 
organized, proud civiiizab'ons being bested by 
what i’m sure they deem an inferior race. That 
couldn't have set weil with either of them. 
I mean wouidn't you be pissed if your pians 
to take over Earth were thwarted by Rowdy 
Roddy Piper and some oid grandma's Siim 
Whitman album (respectfuliy). i Just imagined 


a story iine where "They" bred with "Them" for 
a common goai. Combining miirtary strategies 
and technoiogy couid mean oniy one thing... 
Worid domination... 


Q: Ah so you think, what they couldn't do 
alone, they could possibly team up and 
accomplish? One thing they definitely need 
to get a handle on is having such simple 
weaknesses. If you look at mi 
Scifi aliens they all have some really simple’ 
weakness that someone "happens" upon. 


i 
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mastered interstellar travel there must be big 
ass brains in that basketball sited nogginl 


Q: How did you first get into toy making? 


A: I collect toys. Mostly Scl-fi and horror. I 
found a crop of Indie toy artists on Instagram 
and was Inspired, t had customized toys to 
make toys that were never produced when I 
was younger and I discovered making my own 
was a fantastic escape. 


Why dofl^ think It is that most of the earlier 
'valierisVad such big brains? (and v 


stupid in the end) 


A; You know I think either of them could 
do It alone but If they had a common goal It 


Q: There definitely Is a large community of 
toy makers on Instagram] It's made me want 
to create some of my own toys honestly. I've 
got other things to do tho. We've already 
made some real quick Lego minIfigs but I'd 




ewUcctcoHOft^ adwutCMiettt. . . 


might be easier to achieve. I think the simple 
weakness phenomenon Is due to villains in 
^ general being maniacal and arrogant. We've 
learned from history class all the way to the 
common everyday news cast that arrogance 
and pride often blind the antagonist and they 
make mistakes or overlook the little things that 
allow the odds to swing the other way. Classic 
"David and Goliath". “Tortoise and the Hare" 
stuff The bigger they are the harder they fall 
or in this case the smarter and more advanced 
they are the easier it is for them to not sweat 
the small stuff, e.g., the exhaust port on the 
Deathstar. And everyone loves an underdog, 
especially when it's us. That's why the story 
has been told that way over and over. 

I think the big brain thing is just 
a sign of evolutionary advancement. In the 
fifties and the sixties we were Just trying to 
see who could get to the damn moon first; If 
these beings from another world have already 


ilke to expand! Any advice for people looking 
to make their own toys? 

A: Write your Ideas down as soon as you 
think of them. I have a list a mile long but 
I've probably foi^otten twice as many Ideas 
because I didn't write them down. Second, ask 
yourself If you’re doing It for love or money. 
If It's because you love what you are doing 
don't always pick the low hanging fruit. I think 
it's OK to do that in the beginning when you 
are learning (or anytime If you love It) but at 
some point strive to be better and do more. If 
it's for money or popularity or whatever your 
vice is then put Skeletor's head or Boba Fett's 
helmet on top of any action figure and call it a 
day. I promise It will sell and you will make the 
quick buck. I truly mean zero offense by this 
statement and again If you love what you do 
AND It just happens to be low hanging fruit by 
all means keep It going my friends. Sorry, that 




answer may have been over thought, loL hew 
about stay humble and listen to your hgart. 


m 


i 


Q: Give us a list of some of your favorite 
horror filmsi 


A: 1 am the worse (or best, depending on 
how you look at it) movie critic ever. I can 
find something good about damn near every 
movie I watch. I love slashers: Elm Street 
series, Halloween, pretty much any weapon 
wielding maniac. American Psycho, Evil Dead 
2, Dawn of the Dead, Lost Boys, Killer Klowns 
from Outer Space, Critters. Gremlins (I know 
that's kinda PGIsh) and the old Fright Night, 
Carpenter's "The Thing”. And They Live. I'm 
sure I’m missing a few and I’ll kick myself later. 


9 .•:< 
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Q: Man I love me someCritters! I really think J 
I have a "thing" for little horror creatures like 
The Gate, Ghoulies, Gremlins, ETC. And those 
were really huge in the 80's as well. Any plans 
to bring any of these to toy form? Or do you 
stay away from some of the franchises that 
other toy makers have been hitting up? 
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A: We are cut from the same cloth my man 
as I have a soft spot for the height challenged 
horror movie creatures too! They fall under 
a different horror movie phenomenon, the 
"weaker monster gets the numbers effect" 
(uh, I'm still work shopping the title on that 
one pal. It's a little clunky) A lot like tombies, 
facing one is not a problem because they 
are slow and dumb, that’s why they get the 
numbersi Gotta swing those odds back in their 
favor. That's what makes them scary, Same 


thing with the little guys, one Critter sucks 
but it’s small, you got this. But if he’s got IS 
buddies with him, you're screwed. So do you 
like little horror monsters because of their 
look or Is it because they often create what 
seems like insurmountable odds due to their 
numbers? 

Let’s see; Gremlins had a toy line {I 
still may have an idea though). Critters was just 
done by Retroband (if you are not familiar you 
need to look him up immediately), I was Just 
approached about making Ghoulies figures but 
someone else has dipped into that franchise 
too. That leaves The Gate, to my knowledge 
that’s unclaimed territory. I may have to put it 
on the list. 


Q: (think I like little horror monsters because 
of their look and because they can be hiding 
anywhere.. Let's talk about They Live a bit. 
What would you think if they did a They Live 
sequel, prequel, or remake? 

A; Let's break that down: First, if they 
did any of these without John Carpenter I 
would be disappointed. A sequel would be 
great, especially if they went with my 
"Crossbreed" idea, ha. A prequel 
would suck, prequels almost 
always suck. A remake would 
be tough. I loved the casting 
of Roddy Piper and Keith 
David; whose going to 
their parts?l John 



Cena and Will Smith?! (Ok, I may watch that 
but it would suck) Remakes lack heart. But I 
would watch any of these as I am a sucker for 
the content or. I'm OBEYing. 


Q: I agree on all accountsi I think one 
thing that would kill any remake would be 
redesigning the iconic aliens. That would be 
a total deal killer and would have the whole 
community up in arms I'd say. The main 
reason I say prequel is to find out how these 
aliens got here and got so imbedded into our 
society.. I think that would be interesting. 


A: Well you've talked me Intowanting a prequel 
now. Yes, that would be very interesting. And if 
they change the look of these aliens I will be 
leading the lynch mobi 


Q: Give the folks some links to check out all 
of your pieces coming up and to follow you on 
all of the social networks! Oh and if you've 
got anything coming up you can leak some 
Info about we wouldn’t be mad. 


A: I’m not much of a leaker, HA. I have a ton 
of plans, let's see, OK, if you are a Star Wars 
^n or perhaps a Ghostbusters fan I may have 
something you might like coming out later this 
year. Hope that’s a good teasel 

My website is Falcontoys.com 
I really only do Instagram but it feeds my 
Facebook and Twitter instantly; all are under 
the name, Falcontoys. 
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W elcome to Gore Noir 
Magazine Zach! How’s 
life? Besides v<3ur 
artwork and tattooing, 
what else Is keeping you busy? 

A: Hi guys, Thank you for having me! Life has 
been busier than ever. Other than working 
too much, I spend time with my lovely 
girlfriend Erin and ourtwo dogs, Hannya and 
Melvis. I'm also a pretty avid toy and media 
• collector so I guess we spend a lot of time at 

t home these days. I'm also a musician from 


Q: What kind of music do you play? Any 
horror soundtracks that are In your music 
rotation when you're creating art or 
tattooing? 

A: Anything that sounds fun, usually in the 
more experimental metal veins. Lately we've 
been doing more and more effects and 
working on incorporating synthesizers which 
is becoming more and more of a challenge. 
We don't really know what to call it. So far, 
we've been billed as a doom band but I feel 
that's pretty vague. It's definitely loud and 
simple. And we're coming off a seven year 


hiatus from the previous version of .this' 
band, so there's been a lot of changes made. 
There are definitely horror soundtracks 
in the mixl Much more on the painting 
side of things than at the shop but we do 
put on LaZerhawk at the shop from time 
to time and it makes everything feel like 
an 80's montage which is awesome. I've 
painted to instrumental and experimental 
music for years and the soundtracks came 
pretty naturally as they became more and 
more readily available. Luckily there Isn't a 
problem getting a hold of them for the most 
part here In Austin, our record stores role. I 
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'know it's not an official soundtrack but J^n 
Carpenter's Lost Sounds on Sacred Bones is 
absolutely amating, Also anything Goblin 
touches through their various lineups. Every 
now and then, I'll get a soundtrack or two 
that I’ll tend to play over and over, I think 
FarCry 3: Blood Dragon and Surf NaZis Must 
Die were probably the most worn in last 
year, (hand Is "Ovid") 


Q: How long ago did you get Into tattooing 
and what got you into the trade? 

A: I started tattooing officially in 2006 and 
had a very slow start I never really wanted 
to do anything else and it took a handful of 
years to be in the right places at the right 
times to even get my foot in the door. I'm 
lucky it worked out the way it did or i would 
probably still be delivering pizzas. Since then 
I've just gone further down the rabbit hole. 
The earliest Interests were my great uncie 
having tattoos and being Into music, so did 
most of the bands I was listening to. Growing 
up around Dallas was also a privilege, all of 
the shops I first went into made a lasting 
impression that has influenced me to no 
end. Also most of the tattooers I met and 
learned about during that time are still many 
of my favorites. 

Q: Your artwork successfully blends a 
traditional style with awesome grotesque 
monsters and some horror icons. What 
draws you to horror and the bold style you 
work In? 



A: I've always been drawn to horror and 
science fiction and It has been an Increasingly 
dominant interest over the years. I think It's 
the whole escape from reality feeling, and 
that they're both Just awesome. I watched 
a lot of SO's horror movies as a kid and my 



tattoo- atwoot 
"T^onnon, Sci-*pi neiated. 


brother Is Into it as well. I was always drawn 
to the more low brow and weirdo tattoo art 
right off the bat and a few of the shops I was 
getting tattooed at just happened to have a 
lot of that on the walls. At that time I didn't 
know any better and thought that's Just what 
tattoos were supposed to look like, it blew 
me away. I had been painting the crazier 
stuff for quite a while before people were 
committing to that sort of tattoo on a regular 
basis. I guess people felt it was slightly more 
risky than going home with a pretty rose 
you can show your grandma. I definitely 
am drawn to simple, powerful Images and 
enjoy working In the bolder formats but I 
also feel It’s important to work out of your 
comfort zone and take risks when necessary. 
Ultimately, I'm just trying to emulate the 



Q: Are there any horror icons that you're 
just dying to tattoo? 

A: I love to tattoo almost anything Horror or 
Scl-FI related so it’s hard to say. I really love 
the combination of both genres. Lately I've 
been Incorporating more altered reference 
material Into my own work so its more of a 
resemblance than a direct take on whatever 
it Is Tm trying to do but I still enjoy being 
specific. I'd love to tattoo more monsters and 
also work on larger scale, more weirdo-esque 
original material in the horror vein but that 
takes a much more committed personality 
and they don't come around as often as I 
would like. I would also love to tattoo more 
designs based off of 80’s toys and VHS. 
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A: 1.) The Thing 

2. ) Nightbreed 

3. ) Event HoriZon 

4. ) Basket Case 

5. ) Suspiria 

6. ) Killer Klowns from Outer Space 

7. ) Hideous 

8. ) Critters 2 The Main Course 

9. ) Pet Sematary 2 

10. ) Hostel 


A: You guys are definitely a horror magaZinel haha. It 
would really take a celebrity that doesn’t give a fuck. 
Most are incredibly picky or self-centered and don't 
understand or value our Input toward the tattooing 
process. That's also probably why most celebrities are 
covered In cheap-looking, trendy, horrible tattoos. I 
won't name who, but 1 had the privilege of tattooing 
a rather large pop star a few years ago and every 
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couple of minijtes, he would get up and look 
at himself In the mirror. And also co-piloted 
'the entire tattoo. I guess it's the Hollywood 
mentality to trust no one, but unfortunately 
with tattooing you have to trust the person 
doing It. Also, taste Is something that can't 
be bought and it continually blows my mind 
how little research goes into their tattoo 
vs. how much they actually care about how 
they look. As far as the future, I would really 
love to tattoo Clive Barker or Tom Savini if 
I’m ever given the opportunity. Also Danny 
Trejo because he does so much in and around 


Q: We've got several Austin artists in this 
issue and love supporting local artists as 
much as possible. How did you find yourself 
in Austin and how Is the city treating you? 


A: I moved to Austin In 2005 from Dallas. I 
love it here. It's changing for sure but all 
the reasons I moved here are still here. The 
traffic and housing are terrible but it has the 
tattooing and the music to make up for it. If 
anything I guess it could be considered a sort 
of a mecca for both. And the food. 


“*) eto- (H€f, ,(^€0^ to-. O^^tone- 
Ctuiuatn^ aia- at- 
eto me 


IL;.- 


Q: I loved your Toxie artwork so much 
I had to grab a print for Gore Noir HQ! 
Interviewing and meeting Lloyd Kaufman 
was a dream! Are you a fan of Troma and all 
the craziness they put out? 

A; Thank you! I love Troma. When I was 7 or 8 
my mom sent me Into a video store alone and 
The Toxic Avenger Is what I came out with. I 
don't know how or why they let me rent it 
but they did. It didn't make It very far in the 
VCR before we were on the way back to the 
video store to return it. It definitely stuck with 
My parents rule and I never really had 
restrictions on what to watch or listen to, 


I think that was Just extreme for the time. I 
rediscovered Troma in middle school and 
other than Toxie, Class of Nuke em’ High and 
Surf Nazi's have always been my favorites. I 
haven't met Mr. Kaufman but hope to one 

Q: There seems to be a resurgence of VHS 
collectors and people picking up vinyl again. 
I’m actually guilty of both. There's actually 
some movies you can only find on VHS. 
What do you think of this movement and 
on the subject have you been to I <3 Video 
in Austin? I’ve been raiding their horror 
section (which includes some VHS gems). 


A: I definitely fall prey to both as well but 
much more on the VHS side. I'll happily say 
that it was Austin that really got me into most 
of it. While I was learning to tattoo, I worked 
in the kitchen at the Alamo Drafthouse village 
for a while and In some ways that was like a 
crash course in many things I had never seen 
or heard of and basically my introduction 
to rare and obscure media. Many of my co- 
workers from those days are still my close 
friends. I started collecting VHS because I 
really enjoy the hunt and I prefer a grittier 
format for most anything Horror and obscure. 
Tm not much for Ebay unless I absolutely 
can't find it anywhere else and then it's the 
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Ia$[ resort. As far as I <3 Video is concerned, 
I shpi^ probably be ashamed of the insane 
amounts of late fees I've accumulated over 
the years. I feel like I used to live at the 
Guadalupe location. They're a pure mind- 
melting enabler that got me to the point that 
I can't even remember half of what I've seen 
and will end up renting things twice because 
it all just ends up such a blur. I've taken guests 
in from out of town just to walk around the 
airport store, if that doesn't give a movie fan 
sensory overload, I don't know what would. 


Q: Have you felt arty change in the tattoo 
world over the last few years? 

A; The tattoo world is constantly changing for 
better and for worse. I do my best to ignore 
the industry as a whole and just do what 
makes me happy. There's too many opinions 
and too many politics for me to really keep 
up with or spend time trying to figure any of 
it out anymore. As long as I'm making a living, 
tattooing and making things that I'm proud 
of. I'll be happy. 


Q: Throw out some links to your work and 
how the people can stalk you via the inter 

A: I will hopefully have a new website up 
soon but my IG; is z_taylor and for more 
tattoo work visit Triplecrowntattoo.com and 
also Violencetoys.com which should be full 
force very soon. 
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S HAUN KAMA: Todsv we'i 

Countv interviewing the core of New 
Year's Day, Nikki Misery and Ash 
Costello. So let’s get right Into it... 

Out of all the Tim Burton shorts and 
films, what are the characters you individually 
relate to? 

ASH; For me, I think it’s kind 
of cliche of an answer but the 
truth Is Edward Scissorhands 
because he's so melancholy but 
so innocently sweet but gets 
himself Into trouble and doesn't 
really quite understand how 
he got himself there. Maybe 
his Intentions are always good 
but somehow he's the bad guy. 

Being from Orange County, 
one of the houses I grew up In 
was in Anaheim Hills. It was a 
very cookie-cutter tract home 
and I always wore black and 
stood out. I was totally the 
Edward Scissorhands of my 
neighborhood and my school, I 
could totally relate. And he ends up being alone In 
the end. 

NIKKI: I have two. Definitely Beetlejuice, his 
personality is very similar to mine. Also Urge 
Marge from... 

SHAUN KAMA: Pee Wee's Big Adventure, 
reallyl? How Is It that you relate to Large Marge 
particularly? 

NIKKI: Because I always like to tell scary stories and 
scare the shit out of people, and I remember Large 
Marge actually scared the hell out of me. 


aspect of Large Marge, it's really just her demeanor. 


SHAUN KAMA: 


n the early times of New Yi 
e line-up like? 



ASH: So I feel like, in my mind. New Year's is a 
completely new band. We even thought about 
changing the name, too, because it wasn't the 
same band at all. We were gonna be called the ... I 
don't wanna say because I still might want to use It 
for a project, it's pretty good. 


SHAUN KAMA: And someone 
will take It If you say It. 


)H : Oh my god, I used to 
as terrifying as a kid. 


er my eyesl That part 


ASH: Terrible. We’re not gonna go into specific 
names, per se. I always tell people - especially 
people that ask me advice on starting bands - that 
finding four or five people to travel and be with 
every day is like finding four or five boyfriends. 
And we all know it's hard enough to find one, let 
alone five, and getting along with all of them. So 
throughout the years we've had our differences 
with different people and they've come in and out, 
but right now I'm so happy without line-up. People 
change and grow. It's just like a relationship. 
SHAUN KAMA: Nikki, have you been In New Year's 
Day since day one? 

NIKKI: No, I haven't. Ijoined about three years ago. 
ASH: t feel like you came right after the 'rebirth'. 


ASH: You know iti 


SHAUN KAMA; Do yi 


you’re talking about? 


around and got the Warped 
Tour offer and were like, 
"Man, 1 wonder If changing 
our name Is not the right 
thing to do now." So we kept 
it, but New Year's Day was a 
totally new band and Nikki 
pretty much joined when we 


SHAUN KAMA; How did you guys meet, interact, 
and decide to play together? 

ASH; I actually have a picture In my bathroom 
of our first ten minutes of when we met. It was 
our mutual friend Kyle's birthday, and neither of 
us wanted to go to Bar Sinister necessarily so In 
protest I wore all white and he dressed up basically 
like Pee Wee Herman. He had a white face, rosy 
cheeks, his hair was slicked back, a gray suit Jacket 
and a bourtie. I remember seeing him and thinking 
to myself if I don't go introduce myself to this guy 
I'll regret It for the rest of my life. Finally at the end 
of the night I got up the courage to go talk to him 
and he claims he was looking at me all night. 


SHAUN KAMA: So It'S not so much the feminine NIKKI: Pretty much. 


SHAUN KAMA: if you had the opportunity to meet 






t’s really your 


ASH; I don't know— I’d ask him why 'The Raven' 
sucked so bad, did you see that movie? It was 
pretty bad. But he wouldn't know. 

SHAUN KAMA: yfeah, he’d be like, 'I don't know, 
don't cast Cusack. He's great In other 

ASH: I wanted that movie to be so good, I 
was really looking forward to It and It was 
so bad. 

SHAUN KAMA: Do you like Christopher Lee 


NIKKI: I love Christopher Lee in everything: 
Taste the Blood of Dracula, I had It on my 
iPad this last tour, I watched It a couple of 
times. 

SHAUN KAMA; How about Peter Cushing, 
do you like him? 

NIKKI: Yeah, yeah, he's like Van Helsing. 
He's great. And Christopher Lee’s now in 
all the Tim Burton movies. 


SHAUN KAMA: We have a mutual friend, 

William Control, he's a talented dude and does a 
lot of stuff. He's relentless. 

ASH: He actually built a studio called Sleepy 
Hollow in the middle of a field In Che deep woods 
of Washington with his dad or uncle. They built it 
from Che ground up, just the two of them. 

SHAUN KAMA: How did he get involved with 
New Year's Day? What did he have to do with the 
incarnation of the band? 


of the porta-pottles and William Control comes 
walking out. So ■ ran up to him like a crazy fan and 
handed him one of the last demos of the day. Out 
of the SOO I passed out he was the only one that 
emailed me back right away. He said he really loved 
the sound, I love you, I love what you're doing, why 
don't you come up to my house in Seattle and we'll 
see what 1 can do 


get 40 minutes tc 
payout. 


e still getting, like, 30 



SHAUN KAMA: Where are you gonna be at 
this year in terms of positioning? 


ASH: The Journey Stage. I’ve heard it 
described as the 'hype' stage, Che bands 
with a lot of buzz going around. There’s 
a lot of great bands on that stage, we’re 
pretty stoked. 


SHAUN KAMA: You guys be 


SHAUN KAMA: So out of th 
ho rror/sp latter films what ar 
both of you? 




with you. So we did - me, Anthony, and Russell 
got In our Honda and drove all Che way up to 
Seattle from here which is not an easy drive. It was 
snowing, too. It was like six feet of snow, no Joke. 
Right when he came down to greet us I slipped on 
a piece of ice, too, and ate shit. 

He was showcasing for Century Media and told 
them, "You have to put New Year's Day on this 
showcase, you have to give them a chance, they're 
so good." He pretty much was one of the people 
that talked Century Media into signing uS. 


ASH: My absolute favorite of all tirrre that 
would shape me as a person to this day 
and really just put me on the path was 
Nightmare on Elm Street. We have the 
Freddie glove as a tribute and various 
Freddie hats and sweaters and things. He 
really scared me as a kid, he really freaked 
me out. Then I got old enough where I went from 
being freaked out and terrified to Just instant super 
fan and have been ever since. 


NIKKI: I think one of the first oi 
80’s was Killer Clowns from Outer Space. 

SHAUN KAMA: That's really cool - with tf 
soundtrackl 

ASH; I remember that one as a kid, too. 




ASH; I can watch it In my head like it happened 
yesterday, i'll never forget. Rewind to 2009, Aiden 
(his former band) was on warped tour. This was 
when New Year's Day was Just getting off the 
ground and we had recorded three demos. It was 
Let's Get Dead, A Song Called Murder, and a cover 
of Enjoy the Silence. We hand-printed all of them 
the night before with stamps “New Year’s Day", 
then we blood-splattered all Che CD’s ... which 
turns out is bad. The CD piayer in your car gets hot 
and it was melting the paint, people were virriting 
back to us saying our CD broke their players. 

So we printed 500 of these and threw them over 
the fence at Warped Tour in a backpack to a friend 
and we snuck in. We passed them out to everyone 
that would take one. I snuck backstage and Escape 
the Fate was playing, I was passing them out to 
everyone, i remembered seeing Aiden earlier that 
day and was so Impressed with them, like i really 
just fell In love right away, i looked over at one 


SHAUN KAMA: Ok, I was out there on Warped Tour, 
2013, that was where I met you - how was it for 
you ail? It seemed like a good experience. 

ASH: When I look back on It, all 1 can seem to 
remember Is lots and lots and lots of hard work. 
Which is good, but, man, you’ve really gotta utilize 
your time there. We really had to hit the pavement, 
but I feel like this next Warped Tour we're actually 
gonna have a little bit moredown time to hangout. 

SHAUN KAMA: You guys are good live, in my 
opinion, you go off. You have charisma on stage 
and it seems really natural, which to me is key. 
Obviously you live for live shows, right? 

ASH: That's the whole goal, that’s the reward for 
everything else. 

SHAUN KAMA: It’S really a waiting game and you 


NIKKI: Definitely not the scariest but that was one 
of the horror movies that stuck in my head. Sdll, 
now, I Just love that tttte track. 

SHAUN KAMA: Are you a Dickies fan? 

NIKKI: Not too much. I mean, I never got Coo much 
Into them. But I love that they did that song. 

SHAUN KAMA: What aboutthe original Halloween? 

ASH: I was never a Halloween or Friday the 13th 
fan. 

NIKKI: I got into Friday the 13th later on In years. 
I always watched them but once 1 watched them 
from beginning to end I thought, "Oh my god, this 
story is awesome nowl" 

ASH; Well, I like Friday the 13th for the comedic 
value because some of those kills and storylines 
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are sooo bad. But, yeah, something about Michael 
Myers and Jason just didn't really Intrigue me. They 
weren't sinister enough. Freddie was something 
deeper, psychological freaky shit. Candyman was 
good, too, 

NIKKI: The 80's just had so much of that extra gore. 


ASH: We did the video for Other Side ourselves. 
We did it at this studio, Anthony directed it. The 
video we did for Defame Me was conceptualized 
by me and the director and it was kind of a family 
effort, everyone pitched in where they could. It 
was directed by Robin August. 


SHAUN KAMA: How's your relationship with 
Motionless In White? You get along with everybody 
In the band? 

ASH: Really good. 

NIKKI; I haven't met them all but the guys I met 


ASH: And It wasn’t C6. 1 remember 
In the documentary we were 
watching yesterday the first horror 
movie to really Incorporate CG 
was Freddie's Dead. So all of those 
Nightmare on Elm Streets were all 
prosthetics and fake blood. 

SHAUN KAMA: Ok, this is a really 
deep question and you're gonna 
have to really think about it: If you 
guys both owned a little monkey 
what would you name it, and what 
task would you teach It? 


ASH: I would teach him to do all the things I don't 
like doing, which is I don't like putting pillows In the 
pillow cases. That really bothers me. And I don't 
like putting jackets on hangers. Also vacuuming up 
behind us all the time because 1 don't like crumbs. 
His name would be Jeeves. 



SHAUN KAMA: How did you meet Eric, he 
get involved with you guys? 


SHAUN KAMA: Would you give him an outfit? 


ASH: Yeah, like a butler's outfit for sure. And 
always have a little towel right here. I don’t k 


NIKKI: I would name rr 
little pickpocket. 


SHAUN KAMA: Talk 
process and the new 


ASH; Actually back In the MySpace days Eric wrote 
to us supposedly, according to our drummer. I 
don't remember that. But when it came time to 
find a producer- which we had never done before, 
we always did it ourselves -we wrote to him, sent 
him a Facebook message and told him what we 
wanted and had a few meetings and sold ourselves 
to him as hard workers that wouldn't let him down 
and to give us a chance. And he did, and he's been 
our best friend ever since. Now he's label owner, 
producer, and our manager. Ever since we started 
working with him about a year ago we've had the 
about the song writing bestyear we've ever had. 


e Caesar and he'd be a 


EP. 


ASH; Well, we parted ways with Century Media 
and wanted to do something on our own. So we 
partnered up with our producer and manager, Eric 
Ron, and we decided to Just keep it in the family 
and release it on our own record label. Grey Area 
Records (It's Eric's), and this has been the most 
successful run we've ever had. All on our own: 
the marketing, the publicity, everything that goes 
Into it. It's pretty much me and Eric sitting behind 
his computer at his studio. And Anthony does 
song writing, he records demos, he edits videos, 
and I come up with video concepts and marketing 
ideas and Eric is a songwriter and comes up with a 
marketing strategy. We ail did it ourselves. 




)t the videos for you 


SHAUN KAMA: I know you have a tour coming up 
with Motionless In White. Who else Is on that? 

ASH: Ice Nine Kills and ForToday. 

SHAUN KAMA: Are you familiar with those acts? 

ASH: >'m not- well, I mean. For Today's reputation 
precedes them. They're very religious-based, t 
remember about two years ago they had some 
sort of controversy with homosexuality and how 
they think it’s a sin, they were very public about 
It and had a big backlash. So I'm not really sure 
what to expect, why they're on this tour or what to 
expect from them. 

Ice Nine Kills are great. It's hard to explain their 
music, darker vibe, dark rock. Still more of a 
mainstream look, they put on really good shows. 


SHAUN KAMA: Did they choose 
you guys to go out on the tour with 
them? 

ASH: Yeah, it was cool. I went with 
my manager to see them on the 
Parks and Devastation tour. We 
were upstairs In the backstage area 
and Chris sent me a text saying, 
"Hey, don't go, I need to speak to 
you and Eric." He pulled us aside 
and said, "So how would you feel 
about finally touring together?" J 
was like, oh my god, finallyl We've 
almost toured with them several 
times In the past years but every 
time they go to do a headliner 
some amazing other band like In This Moment or 
the Parks and Devastation tour or something offers 
them something they'd never say no to. Over the 
past few years it's always been pushed aside. 

SHAUN KAMA: Other than Barnabas here - we 
know you're their dog - do you have any other 
pets? 

ASH: One other dog named Gremlin. He's not as 
friendly, he would just be barking so he's not in 
here. They're both best friends but Barnabas is just 
way more friendly. They're both rescues. 

SHAUN KAMA: Name some Of the people and 
musicians that you guys witnessed live when you 
were younger that really inspired you and made 
you commit to a lifetime of rock & roll, and what 
were some of the venues? 

ASH: I would say the Palladium, AFI opening up for 
Rancid. I was probably 13 or 14 years old and as 
soon as I saw DaveyHavok... I love him. I want to be 
that, I studied everything AFI did after that. Several 
years later I saw My Chemical Romance - same 
feeling with Gerard Way, I was just blown away 
by these darker front men and the style and the 
content of what they were singing and the style, 
the chaotic-ness of all of 'd. I wanted to be more 
like the boys than Che girls. 


SHAUN KAMA: Yc 
that they had? 


re attracted to the charisma 


ASH: Yeah. I 
young, like Ir 


■d Gwen Stefani when 1 1 
le 90's Tragic Kingdom er 




really did It for 


was a big Irif1ueiv:e, too. But what 
me was Davey Havok. 

SHAJN KAMA: What about you, Nikki? 

NIKKI: Deflnttely one of the biggest ones I ever got 
to see, from my favorite band at the time, was Joe 
Slrummer and the Mescaleros play at... 

ASH: He has such cooler answers than I do. 

SHAUN KAMA: They're one of my favorite acts of 
all time. Where did you see them? 

NIKKI: At the Grove, the Sunset Theater. Before 
that It was just local shows all the time. I gotta say I 
was a huge fan of Damnation growing up. 

ASH: I’ve heard him tell this story many times. Your 
stage set really inspired him. 

NIKKI: I saw you guys at Public Storage/ChaIn 
Reaction a lot oftimes. Your stage set was amazing. 
With all the punk bands at the time I think you guys 
were the only with that kind of horror element In 
your shows. 

SHAUN KAMA: Well, thank youl Before New Year's 
Day what other acts were you guys Involved with? 
ASH: I was In an SO's revival band, we covered 
bands like The Cars and Debbie Harry. I was also in 
a ska band, then New Year's Day. 

SHAUN KAMA: When did you start playing guitar? 

NIKKI; I started late, I used to play bass in bands... 

ASH: Weren't you the singer in a band, too? 

NIKKI: I sang in a band once. 

ASH: He was called ‘Nikki Devil’ at the time. 

NIKKI: I was trying to get people to do bad things 
at the time. Before New Year’s Day I was In a band 
called Sexual Harassment, it was so much fun. We 
had a great group, it was very destructive. It was 
very punk rock and it was very rock & roll at the 


ASH: They got kicked out of a lot of venues. He 
showed me a lot of YouTube videos of them getting 
escorted off stage during their set. 

NIKKI: We used to bring TV’s and smash them on 
stage. At the Roxy they pulled the curtain on us. 

SHAUN KAMA: Ok, answer this question: Out of 
Mothra the giant moth and Camera the flying 
turtle, which would you have over for soup, 
crackers, and cocktails? 


NIKKI: I would definitely have Mothra over. There 
was a punk band called Four Letter Words. 1 Just 
found them on ITunes. They have a song called, 
‘’Mothra", all they do is scream, “Mothra". 1 would 
have him come over and nonchalantly In the 
background put that song on repeat and see if he 
noticed. 



SHAUN KAMA: if you had to pick one zombie film 
out of all the ones you've ever seen which is your 
favorite? 

ASH; I’m not a zombie film fan. 

NIKKI: 1 might have to go with 28 Days Later. It 
was the first time you see zombies run fast, and 1 
remember being so nervous because you’ve never 
seen zombies run before. 

SHAUN KAMA: Did you ever see Return of the 
Living Dead? 

ASH; Yes. I’ve seen them all, especially because of 


SHAUN KAMA: That had probably the best 
soundtrack from any movie possibly ever. 

ASH: And an amazing wardrobe. 

SHAUN KAMA: What’s the next move for New 
Year’s Day, and what’s going on with the release 
of the nextLP? 

ASH: Well now that the EP Is out - and we used 
the EP as, like, a bridge, because we had a lot of 
down time- we're going to be doing (besides loads 
of touring for the next year) a full-length album. 


We're talking to labels right now, so maybe by the 
time this comes out we’ll be on a label moving 
forward, moving and shakin’, doing all the normal 
things bands do. it's just really growing. I'm going 
to be having my clothing line coming out soon, I’m 
working on make-up, so I feel like this next year Is 
going to be taking New Year’s Day and just giving 
everyone who’s a fan more to get Involved In, 

SHAUN KAMA: Cool. Now, If Death were to come 
visit and you had an open discussion what are 
some of the topics and questions that you might 
talk about and debate? 

ASH: 1 would ask if there's life after death and what 
it is. And then I’d ask If It hurt, what it felt like. And 
then I would ask him why he took the great so 
young: why James Dean, Marilyn, Elvis? 

SHAUN KAMA: Yeah, why Hendrix? 

ASH: Why Kurt Cobain, yeah, why all of them? 

NIKKI: Well, Cobain.,.he didn’t come for Cobain. 

SHAUN KAMA; Cobain came for him. 

NIKKI: 1 think he actually did come In and we had 
this whole chat, and I came up with the answer. 
Instead of taking all these Innocent people why not 
take the politicians? Politicians send the youth out 
which sends a lot more people to him. 

ASH: Maybe they have a deal or something. 

SHAUN KAMA: Do you think he gets a kickback? 

NIKKI: He might. Then 1 kicked himoutof my house 
and said don't ever come back here again. 

SHAUN KAMA: And what if the next knock at your 
door was Satan, what would you say to him? 

ASH: Do you want a beer? 

NIKKI: Thank you for heavy metal I 

ASH: Yeah, less questions, more thank you's. 

SHAUN KAMA: Europe Is a bit of a different 
animal than the US - discuss the similarities and 
differences from your time out there. Ybu had a 
good time, 1 take it? 

ASH: 1 didn't really encounter any differences, 
besides accents and food and things like that. 
Shows are pretty much a show, a rock show is a 
rock show. But 1 definitely know that Luxembourg 
is totally different than Paris and Paris is totally 
different than Manchester. Now l know not to play 
in Luxembourg - that show sucked. 
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SHAUN KAMA: How was Berlin for you guys? 

ASH: Berlin was so good. We were in Germanv for 
about a week and a half. Amsterdam was amazing. 
I had a night off there, but the boys weren't with 


NIKKI: That song, that’s number one. But If I had to 
pick a different one I'd go with This is Halloween’. 
The character I relate to the most, although It’s 
really three of them but I consider them as one, is 
the out of tune band. 

SHAUN KAMA: Yeah, awesome, you're every one 
of themi 


music was fun or cool, I remember sitting in my 
mom’s room changing the channel and two videos 
came up. One was Bancid and then right after that 
was Faith No More's 'Epic'. I remember seeing 
Rancid and thinking these guys look so insane - 1 
want to look like that. Then the video for Epic was 
just so crazy. 



ASH: One, my mom. I really won the lottery in 
parentland with her. Dad, not really. I haven't 
spoken to him In a really long time. 

SHAUN KAMA: in time. 

ASH: Or not. 

NIKKI: I was born in Houston, Texas. I have no ties 
to the state, my dad met my mom In Louisiana, 
they got married there, my dad had ajob and came 
out to Houston for a bit. 

ASH: I think your mom told meyou were conceived 
during MardI Gras. 

NIKKI: Yeah, they say that In Mexico. When you ask 
them the story’s always different, it's like the Joker 
with his scars. I grew up in and my memories are 
really of Santa Ana, California. Good ol’ Santana. 
I had a pretty fun wild childhood, pretty crazy 
teenage years, Parents were amazing, they're 
something else. I love them to death and I wouldn't 
change them for the world. 

SHAUN KAMA: What characters and songs from 
Tim Burton's 'Nightmare Before Christmas' do you 
guys relate to, what sticks out in your head? 

ASH: I definitely feel like Tm Jack Skellington, I'm 
always pushing to try different things. Then my 
song would be 'Jack’s Lament’. 


NIKKI: Either that character or the mayor, because 
I can be happy and go absolutely crazy In one 
second. 

SHAUN KAMA: For all the kids out there that want 
to get into rock & roll what would you tell them to 
prepare for what’s going to happen? 

I was 12 by Adrian Young |No Doubt]: The only 
advice I can give you is never, ever give up. 

NIKKI: If anything I think Td tell people Just give 
up your social life for a bit, and practice, practice, 
practice, practice... 

ASH: And grow thick skin. 

SHAUN KAMA: Do you think reading books and 
literature, etc. helps Inspire you for songwriting 
and lyrics and content? 

ASH: Ifeellikeevery other art form is a good way to 
get gears going - movies, books, paintings, poetry, 
and yeah, reading. 

NIKKI: Especially Ash and I being huge comic book 
kids, all that stuff adds to your imagination. 

SHAUN KAMA: What are some of the bands that 
really Impacted you? 

NIKKI: Before even understanding or knowing that 


SHAUN KAMA: What about 'The Decline of 
Western Civilization', did that have a big impact on 

NIKKI: It did. It kind of made me think a little bit 
differently about Darby Crash. You always think of 
singers to be thissuper intelligent philosopher, and 
I think that movie made him seem Just like a drug 
addict - which l know he was. But then when you 
see the movie 'What We Do Is Secret' he seems so 
well-thought out and intelligent. 

ASH: But that's a movie. 

SHAUN KAMA: Ust thing, were you a fan of Fear? 

NIKKI: YesI I always think of this, but If we get big 
enough to play Saturday Night Live I want our show 
to be as crazy as that Fear one. 

ASH: I only know Fear from dating him now. 

SHAUN KAMA: Well, hey, thanks so much - rock 
& roll, guys, that was an amazing Interview. What 
do you think? 

ASH: I think Barnabas Is down with the sickness. 

SHAUN KAMA: He's totally down with the sickness. 

Shaun Kama - Halloweentattoos@>aol.cDm 
Transcribed & Edited by Al Garcia 
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W e have had the honor 
and privilege of the 
awesome horrorpunk 
band Rebel Flesh playing 
our Core Noir events In the past. As soon as 
I heard their sound I knew that we had to 
incorporate them Into one of our shows and 
they agreed to make the trip to San Antonio. 
I can say with pride that I've seen them play 
a SHITLOAD of tirrtes in the past year or so, 
with the most recent being their show on the 
same bill as Doyle (MIsfiU). With Rebel Flesh 
being based out of Austin, TX we try to make 
it out to all of their shows to support local 
music and have only missed a handful. Each 
time the crowd has always gotten into the 
music and reacted almost instantly. What's 
not to love about Rebel Flesh? Who knows.. 
I haven't found anything yet. They're Just 
a great hardworking horrorpunk band that 
Gore Noir will continue to incorporate Into 
it's shows over and over! 

T ell us a bit about your band 
Rebel Flesh and some of the 
other bands you've been a part 
of, Mike. 

I've played In various Texas punk bands for the 
past sixteen years and this Is the kind of band 
I've always wanted to be a part of.. Rebel 
Flesh Is a good combination of punk rock and 
horror. I'm just the drummer, so I don't write 
the songs, but we explore the darker spooky 
side of life and it has been real cool so far. 

^ ^ Give us some insight into the sound you 


guys were going for when you formed Rebel 
Flesh. 

A. When my brother Chris (Bass), and I found 
Jeremiah (Vox/Gultar) he had a handful of 
songs written, so I can only speak for myself. 
I think we just wanted to be a punk band that 
played songs about scary movies and the 
horrors of being alive. We now have added 
our new guitarist, Royce to the lineup. I think 
we are still finding our sound, so only the 
future will tell... 


A. We plan on it all the time.. Hopefully we can 
make some happen soon. 

Q. I heard Rebel Flesh Is going to be on a 
horror movie soundtrack Mike, can you tell 
us a bit about that? 

A. We are real excited to be a part of the 
soundtrack to Justin Seaman's upcoming 
movie The Barn as it looks great, has great 
posterart and we are just happy to be Involved 
in any way. You all should check It out. 


Q. What bands can you site as being big 
Influences? 


Q. What horror movies have inspired Rebel 
Flesh songs? 


A, So many,. The Damned, T.S.O.L, Misfits, 
Plasmatics and tons of local bands 

Q. Any plans for music videos for the band 


A. Our newest tune "Harvest" was written 
for The Barn, “Moonlight Murder” is about 
The Town That Dreaded Sundown, "All Alone" 
is based on The Entity- I'ftt pret^ sure I 
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remember being told "Torrid" was inspired by 
Dracula.. The rest so far have been about life, 
death, killers, ghosts, folklore, etc. 

Q. We know you are very into horror 
literature and you have a large library of 
books. What are some of your favorite 
authors and books in your collection. 


books since second grade that I have in my 
collection are Nightmares Poems to Trouble 
your Sleep and The Headless Horseman Rides 
Tonight, By Jack Prelutsky. 

Q. Has becoming a father affected how you 
see/watch horror? Your da ugh ter is very cute 
by the way Tm sure she's a future horror fan. 


is real young, but I want her to be into the art 
and fantasy of it all. She doesn't seem scared 
so far. 

Q. Any plans to tour around the states with 
Rebel Flesh? Give us some links and ways to 
follow your band on social media! 


A. I love to read and have always loved horror 
short stories.. Some of my favorite authors 
are Rex Miller, Harlan Ellison, Robert R 
McCanvnon, Al Sarrantonio, Dan Simmons, 
, Ste^heq King, and Clive Barker. My favorite 


A. Thank You. I think Jeremiah, and I, both 
being fathers of girls has made our band 
tougher. We know what each other is going 
through.. We keep the horror clean around 
our house while she is watching because she 


A. No plans to tour as of now 
someday... You can stalk us online 
facebook.com/xRebeIFIeshx 
soundcloud.com/rebelflesh 
instagram.com/rebelfleshtheband 


/ hopefully 



4 
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did you like most about the Demons 
movie? 

A, All around the film has got style. There 
Is non-stop action, great dialogue, punk 
rockers, great color, slime, blood, special 
effects and DEMONS... Instruments of evil.. 

Q. What would you say are your top 10 
favorite horror movies? 


A. That Is Impossible to narrow down 
but here are some that drew me In and 
impacted me early on In life (In no particular 
order); Neon Maniacs, Dreamscape, Return 
of the Living Dead, Killer Party, Night of the 
Creeps, Sleep Away Camp, Class of Nuke 
'em High, The Blob 1988, Gnaw Food of 
the Gods: Part 2, and In the Mouth of the 
Madness . 


Q. If you could pick a 


A. I have three pieces by a cool artist named 
John Tatarelll Jr. that are pretty great. My 
favorite Is the Catapuppy from House 2 
which I had custom made for me. 


Q. I noticed you had a bunch of Demons 
- - ^Clemani) pieces in your collection. What 


are some of your 
>rlte pieces In your 
Mike? 


J 
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character ia, w^ich character would it be 
and what movie? 


many They Live pieces do you have and 
which is your favorite out of those? 


glasses at a convention a few years ago. My 
favorite being the glasses.. I hear they have 
contact lenses also. 


A. David Soul in Tobe Hooper's Salem's Lot. 

Q. I love your They Live memorablllal The 
Trick -R Treat studios mask is awesome and 
*1^^, ' so a^ the Roddy Piper sunglasses. How 


A. There are three pieces in the collection 
along with three autographed photos from 
Roddy Piper, Keith David, and Meg Foster. 
There's the mask, a figure from Handmade 
Horror, and Piper gave us some promotional 


Thanks for letting us invade your space and 
take photos of your collection Mike! Keep 
rockin' and I can't wait to see what new 
pieces you get! 
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Computers tried to kill us. Mow they work for us. 

The internet tried to kill us. We’re still here. 
Mobile devices trying to kill us? We. Will. Survive. 



We’re . the Niche Publication Printer. 

We work with press and bindery equipment that can 
crush heads and chop off hands. And we cheat death 
every day to make magazines, flyers, postcards and 
other print materials to help get your message out. 

We specialize in runs from 1 piece to 100,000 pieces. 
So when you need ink on paper, print with us. 

How many people have died while coding a website? 
None? Wusses. 
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